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VA Researcher Awarded Prestigious Grant 
 
 

 
 VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System (VAGLAHS) Health Research Scientist, Dr. S. 
Randal Henry, receives $75,000 grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) to conduct a 
systematic review of jail/prison aftercare and reentry program characteristics associated with positive 
medical, psychiatric, and social outcomes for previously incarcerated Latino Americans and African 
Americans. The 24-month grant is through the RWJF New Connections program which invests in training 
scholars to conduct mental health and social services research. New Connections is one of 11 Scholars 
and Fellows programs managed in the RWJF Human Capital portfolio. 
 
 In addition to working at the VAGLAHS, Dr. Henry will participate in this national program, New 
Connections, as a junior investigator with researchers evaluating health and health care.  
 
 “I am extremely proud to be among the junior investigators honored with this prestigious grant,” 
said Dr. Henry. “I am looking forward to enhancing my skill sets and applying the tools I have learned to 
the VA setting.”  
 
 RWJF is the nation’s leading philanthropy on health and health care. New Connections is a 
national program designed to introduce new scholars to RWJF and expand the diversity of perspectives 
that inform the foundation’s programming. 
 
 “We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Henry to a program that reflects the Foundation’s commitment to 
increasing the diversity in our grant making and in the broader fields of health research.” said Dr. Debra 
Pérez, the RWJF Senior Program Officer for the New Connections program. “More than a grant 
opportunity, New Connections serves as a lifelong professional network for diverse researchers and 
evaluators,” said Dr. Pérez. 
 
  
 
About the VAGLAHS 
 
VAGLAHS is the largest, most complex healthcare system within the Department of Veterans Affairs. It is 
one component of the VA Desert Pacific Healthcare Network (VISN22) offering services to veterans 
residing in Southern California and Southern Nevada. GLA consists of three ambulatory care centers, a 
tertiary care facility and 10 community based outpatient clinics. GLA serves veterans residing throughout 
five counties: Los Angeles, Ventura, Kern, Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo. There are 1.4 million 
veterans in the GLA service area.  

 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact the VAGLAHS public affairs office at (310) 268-
3340. 
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