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GLA EMPLOYEE'S DESIGN RECEIVES NATIONAL BUZZ

Vietnam Memorial Inspired lllustration Selected as National Veterans Day Poster

LOS ANGELES - VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System (VAGLAHS) employee’s design selected
as National 2010 Veterans Day Poster. The Veterans Day National Committee chose Visual Information
and Public Affairs Specialist Ron Bergan of the VAGLAHS as this year’s winner of the National Veterans
Day Poster contest.

“I was pretty excited when | got the call,” said Ron Bergan. “I sincerely appreciate the opportunity
to contribute even in a small way to something this cool!”

A night stroll along the Vietham Memorial in D.C. inspired Bergan’s design.

“The design of the Vietham Memorial works at every level,” said Bergan. “You see these people
walk-up to the Memorial with their pencil and paper and they begin to trace the names over. You just
can't help but imagine who they are...these people on the wall.”

Bergan, a non-veteran, tried to be as respectful as possible to all Veterans while designing the
poster. He wanted to capture an image reflective of all their individual stories so he began to compile a
list of military campaigns from years past to current times.

“l did about 40 different versions of the poster before | finally got it right,” said Bergan. “And

that's the one you see today.”
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The Department of Veterans Affairs commissions a new poster annually to commemorate
Veterans Day and honor America’s heroes. Bergan’s poster and other Veterans Day commemorative
materials get distributed to federal agencies and military installations nationally and around the world.
Bergan's illustration was one of forty entries considered in this year's competition.

“One of the nicest things about this competition were the people in D.C., they saw my work and
took the time to call and let me know. Hard work really does pay off!”

Bergan will travel to D.C. on invitation to the Nation’s Veterans Day Ceremony at Arlington
National Cemetery. He will also get a private tour of the White House and meet the President of the
United States.

Bergan’s two uncles, age 83 and 86, served in World War Il and saw Bergan’s poster displayed in
federal buildings in D.C. They notified their nephew and expressed their appreciation.

“Made them proud, it worked out perfectly,” said Bergan. “I plan on going to all the government
buildings in D.C. to see the poster.”

VAGLAHS is the largest, most complex healthcare system within the Department of Veterans
Affairs. It is one component of the VA Desert Pacific Healthcare Network (VISN22) offering services to
Veterans residing in Southern California and Southern Nevada. VAGLA HS consists of three ambulatory
care centers, a tertiary care facility, and ten community based outpatient clinics. VAGLAHS serves
Veterans residing throughout five counties: Los Angeles, Ventura, Kern, Santa Barbara, and San Luis

Obispo. There are 1.4 million Veterans in the GLA service area.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact the VA GLAHS public affairs office at

(424) 901-5310.
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