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Steering Committee Attendees:   
Ann Brown   
Larry Van Kuran     
Anthony Allman 
Antonio Chappa   
Jesse Creed 
Robert McKenrick  
Richard Valdez   
Ernest Cowell 
Leah Jackson     
Thomas Ruck 
Theresa DiMaggio - recorder 

Call to Order, National Anthem 
Ms. Ann Brown called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. at the Bob Hope Patriotic Hall 
and welcomed everyone for attending. The National Anthem was played. 

Next Steps for up to Six Month Provisional CVEB 
Ms. Brown presented an overview of the Provisional CVEB. The overview included the 
ground work completed by the CVEB Steering Committee and a review of the next 
steps of the Provisional CVEB. The Provisional CVEB will select co-chairs, create a 
board charter, develop a leadership structure, mission statement, and finalize initial 
goals for the CVEB.    

Comments received from the audience 

• Will the CVEB be creating a website 
• Communicate and get the word out about events 
• Collaborative effort with Community, Stakeholders, and VA 
• What are the qualifications for a CVEB Committee member 
• Will the CVEB be local to Los Angeles area only 

These comments will be addressed by the Provisional CVEB. 
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Additional comments received from the audience 

• A mother of an Army Veteran described her sons battle with sobriety and their 
experiences with the Veterans Health Administration  

 

Voting Result and Announcement of Provisional CVEB Members 
Ms. Brown announced that there were 48 self-nominated names on the ballot and the 
following individuals were selected to the Provisional CVEB: 
 

Dean Brown, Antelope Valley Veterans  
Jesse Creed, Attorney for Homeless Veterans  
Jennifer Hark-Dietz, PATH  
Howard Hernandez, American GI Forum  
Gayle Ocheltree, Veterans Patient Advisory Committee 
Steve Peck, US Vets  
Stephanie Stone, LA County Department Military and Veterans Affairs 
Larry Van Kuran, Commander, State of California American Legion  
Jon Varat, Dean and Professor Emeritus, UCLA School of Law 
Ann Brown, Non-Voting member, Director, VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System 
Robert McKenrick, Non-Voting member, Director, Los Angeles Regional Office 
Thomas Ruck, Non-Voting member, Director, Los Angeles National Cemetery 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

 


