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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Background

In May 2012, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) completed an Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the Proposed Seismic Upgrade and Renovation of Building 209 (2012 EA1) located at the
West Los Angeles VA Medical Center (WLA) campus of the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare
System (GLA). The purpose of the 2012 EA was to determine the potential environmental
impacts caused by renovating and operating Building 209 for a therapeutic supportive housing
program for homeless Veterans. The 2012 EA resulted in a Finding of No Significant Impact,
and rehabilitation of historic Building 209 is nearly complete. Since completing the 2012 EA,
the VA has expanded the scope of the original project to include two additional historic
buildings – Buildings 205 and208, located adjacent to Building 209. This Supplemental EA (SEA)
has been prepared to evaluate the potential environmental impacts caused by increasing the
scope of the project.

1.2 Purpose and Need

The purpose and need of the proposed action remains the same from the 2012 EA to provide
a facility for a therapeutic supportive housing program for Veterans who are homeless and for
whom previous recovery attempts have failed. The program will focus on supportive
employment and daily life skills necessary to live effectively among others, care for themselves
in a healthy way, and meet the Veterans’ reasonable life goals.

1.3 Scope of Analysis

This SEA examines the potential environmental and socioeconomic impacts that would result
from the proposed increase to the original project scope. The alternatives considered remain
the same as in the 2012 EA. This SEA also considers the same No Action Alternative as the 2012
EA – to not perform rehabilitation of Buildings 205 or 208. The alternatives considered and the
No Action Alternative are not discussed further in this SEA. The reader is directed to the 2012
EA for a description of the alternatives considered and the No Action Alternative.
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2.0 Description of Proposed Increase to Original Project Scope

2.1 Rehabilitate Buildings 205 and 208 to provide Homeless Veteran’s Housing

In June 2010, Senator Diane Feinstein (D Calif.) secured a commitment from then VA Secretary
Eric Shinseki to renovate three buildings on the WLA campus to help house and accommodate
additional services for the more than 8,000 homeless Veterans in the Greater Los Angeles Area.
The first of these three buildings, Building 209, began design planning in November 2010 and
received federal capital investment funding in Fiscal Year (FY) 2012; to date, renovation of
Building 209 is nearly complete. The other two buildings, Buildings 205 and 208, began design
planning activities in September 2013; they are poised to receive federal capital investment
funding in FY 2015 and FY 2016, respectively.

Renovation of Buildings 205, 208, and 209 is consistent with the recent settlement agreement
reached in January 2015 to help end Veteran homelessness in Greater Los Angeles. As part of
the settlement agreement, VA will develop a new Master Plan for the WLA campus by October
2015 of which a key component at the campus will be bridge and permanent supportive
housing and services for underserved Veteran populations.

For planning purposes, renovation of Buildings 205, 208, and 209 for homeless programs
became part of a larger major project to address seismic, life safety, and facility condition
assessment deficiencies of 11 other buildings for a total of 14 buildings. Several of these 11
other buildings are in very early stages of design, and most have not yet started design. As
such, request for and receipt of federal capital investment funding for these 11 other buildings
is speculative at this time. Likewise, the fate of these 11 other buildings for use other than in
the spirit of the settlement agreement is uncertain at this time. Instead of including these 11
other buildings in the analysis of potential environmental impacts in this Supplemental EA,
these 11 other buildings will be captured as part of the environmental decision making process
for implementing the upcoming Master Plan.

Figure 1 shows the vicinity map of WLA. Figure 2 shows the location of Buildings 205 and 208
at the campus. Figure 3 shows a recent photograph of Building 205, and Figure 4 shows a
recent photograph of Building 208.
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2.2 Description of Proposed Action

Rehabilitation of Buildings 205 and 208 will include seismic corrections, architectural
renovation and interior life safety and building systems upgrades.

Seismic Corrections

The interior structural systems of Buildings 205 and 208 will be modified to have adequate
strength to resist the design lateral and moment forces during a major seismic event. This
together with non structural seismic corrections will bring this building to an acceptable level of
compliance with current VA, State of California and Federal life safety and structural code
requirements. Strengthening will include:

 Diaphragm
The building diaphragms (horizontal floors, roof, etc.) will be strengthened as follows:

o Roof: New plywood sheathing will be added under the existing clay roof tiles
(tiles will be removed then reinstalled)

o Concrete Floor Slabs: The concrete floor slabs will be strengthened by adding
reinforced concrete to the areas between the existing ribs located on the
underside of the floor slab.

 Concrete Beam / Column Reinforcement
o Reinforced concrete will be added to the existing columns and pilasters at the

exterior walls as required.
o Beams: Reinforced concrete will be added to each side of the existing concrete

beams.
o Connections between horizontal elements and vertical elements (walls/columns,

etc.) will be modified / upgraded 
Non Structural 

o The building interior will be completely renovated and all new systems will be
provided and installed to meet current codes. All non structural elements
provided will be installed and braced as required to meet current VA and seismic
code requirements.

Architectural Renovation

Both buildings 205 and 208 will be completely renovated. With the exception of the structural
system and exterior building envelope, all systems and interior elements will be replaced.
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In summary, the renovations will include the following:
Building 205

o New VA accessible ramps (avoid using 'handicap') will be provided at all exterior
entrances

o New accessible toilet facilities will be provided
o New panic hardware and doors will be provided at all exits
o New code compliant signage will be provided
o A new continuous handrail will be provided at the existing stairs
o Two additional stairways will be added to meet current life safety code

requirements
o The exterior ground will be reg ded, new storm drains and lines installed, and

waterproofing added in order to divert storm water away from foundations and
basement.

o The building interior will be entirely reconfigured to support new residential
units, staff offices and support facilities per the VA provided program.

o Repair or Replace all metal sash windows to match the original historical design
o Add glass Entry Canopy
o Add New Plaza at South Elevation
o A new garden will be installed at the area between B205 and B208
o The building exterior will be repaired, cleaned and painted
o New central VAV HVAC system will be provided, installed and commissioned
o New copper plumbing will be installed to meet the current VA legionella

directive

 Building 208
o General Exterior

Plaster finish will be protected during construction and repaired or
patched where damage is evident due to efflorescence, delamination,
spalling, etc. Loose and flaking paint will be manually removed and the
exterior will be painted. Proposed paint color will closely match the
historical, integrally colored stucco and will be consistent with Buildings
205 and 209.

o New VA accessible ramps (avoid using 'handicap') will be provided at all exterior
entrances

o New accessible toilet facilities will be provided
o New panic hardware and doors will be provided at all exits
o New code compliant signage will be provided
o New central VAV HVAC system will be provided, installed and commissioned
o A new continuous handrail will be provided at the existing stairs
o Two additional stairways will be added to meet current life safety code

requirements
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o The exterior ground will be regarded, new storm drains and lines installed, and
waterproofing added in order to divert storm water away from foundations and
basement.

o The building interior will be entirely reconfigured to support new residential
units, staff offices and support facilities per the VA provided program.

o Repair or Replace all metal sash windows to match the original historical design
o Add glass Entry Canopy
o Add New Plaza at South Elevation
o A new garden will be installed at the area between B205 and B208
o The building exterior will be repaired, cleaned and painted
o Replace flat built up roofing at connecting corridors, which has reached end of

life.
o Replace roof tiles as needed and re roof flat roof at enclosed passageway.
o Repair or replace original metal sash windows
o Replace Handicap Accessible Ramp
o Add New Glass Entry Canopy
o Add New Entrance Atrium
o New copper plumbing will be installed to meet the current VA legionella

directive

Life Safety and Building Systems Upgrades

Buildings 205 and 208 will receive a complete update to current building code for building
systems and life safety elements such as mechanical, electrical, plumbing, fire sprinkler,
emergency egress systems, etc.

 Buildings 205 and 208
o Add compliant Emergency Exits & signage
o Installation of New Ductwork system
o Additional Stair Entrances to Comply with Fire Code
o New Stairwells to Comply with Fire Code
o New accessible ramps at entrances
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3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROPOSED
ACTION

3.1 Affected Environments and Environmental Consequences

Project Actions are evaluated for construction and operational impacts. The criteria for
evaluating potential impacts are the same as the 2012 EA. For the operational phase, there is
no significant change in impacts to any of the affected environments as evaluated in the 2012
EA. For the construction phase, two environmental resources with potential impact changes
will be evaluated in more detail. Table 2 presents a summary of changes to potential impacts
for seventeen Affected Environments:

Table 2: Summary of Changes to Potential Impacts
Environmental Resource Change

Aesthetics No Substantial Change
Air Quality No Substantial Change
Cultural Resources See Section 3.1.1 For Additional

Information
Geology and Soils No Substantial Change
Hydrology and Water Quality No Substantial Change
Wildlife and Habitat No Substantial Change
Noise No Substantial Change
Land Use No Substantial Change
Floodplains, Wetlands and Coastal Zone Management No Substantial Change
Socioeconomics No Substantial Change
Community Services No Substantial Change
Solid Waste and Hazardous Materials No Substantial Change
Transportation and Parking No Substantial Change
Utilities No Substantial Change
Environmental Justice No Substantial Change
Cumulative Impacts See Section 3.1.2 for Additional

Information
Potential for Generating Substantial Controversy No Substantial Change
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3.1.1 Cultural Resources

Like Building 209, Buildings 205 and 208 are contributing resources to the WLA Veterans Affairs
Historic District. As such, the VA consulted with the California State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) as required by Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The VA and
SHPO evaluated the rehabilitation of Buildings 205 and 208 to determine if the project actions
would cause “adverse effects” to historic properties due to:

(1) Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property;
(2) Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair,

maintenance, stabilization, hazardous material remediation, and provision of
handicapped access that is not consistent with the Secretary’s Standards for
the Treatment of Historic Properties (36 CFR part 68) and applicable
guidelines;

(3) Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration

SHPO concurred with the VA determination that the historic qualities of Buildings 205 and 208
would not be adversely affected by rehabilitation and use as therapeutic housing for homeless
Veterans (Appendix A).

3.1.2 Cumulative Impacts

Cumulative impacts are the impacts of the action when added to other past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency or person undertakes such
other actions. (CEQ NEPA Regulations 40 C.F.R. § 1508.7).3

Future actions considered for cumulative impact analysis include:

Seismic and facility improvements to Building 500
Construction of a new acute care center adjacent to Building 500
Metro Purple Line Subway Extension
Proposed construction of a new research center on the south campus,
Proposed construction of a Veterans Benefit Administration Regional Office
Proposed construction of a new community living center (nursing home)
Proposed improvements to the Veterans Memorial Park
Proposed expansion of the Los Angeles National Cemetery
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Proposed rehabilitation of eleven historic buildings on the WLA North Campus

Direct impacts from construction and renovation impacts are typically constrained to the limits
of construction and are temporary in nature. If other construction occurs within the same
schedule as the proposed action such as construction of a new columbarium or new tower,
temporary traffic impacts may need to be considered.

The proposed project would result in similar impacts identified throughout Section 3 of the
2012 EA. These primarily include less than significant adverse impacts to aesthetics, air quality,
cultural resources, geology and soils, hydrology and water quality, wildlife and habitat, noise,
solid and hazardous materials, and transportation and parking. All of these impacts are further
reduced through careful implementation of best management practices and management
measures, and compliance with regulatory requirements as identified throughout Section 3 of
the 2012 EA. As such, the proposed project’s incremental contribution to any significant
cumulative impact will be rendered less than cumulatively considerable and thus not
significant.

No adverse effects to land use, floodplains, wetlands, and coastal zones, socioeconomics,
community services, utilities, or environmental justice would occur as a result of the proposed
action. As such, no cumulative adverse effects to any of these resource areas are anticipated.

4.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The draft version of this SEA will be made available for public review and comment for fifteen
(15) days. VA will publish a Notice of Availability (NOA) in a regional newspaper; the NOA and
SEA will also be posted on the VA GLA website and be available in three regional libraries (see
Appendix B for more details). The VA will consider all comments received in the preparation of
the final SEA.

5.0 MITIGATION

Section 5.0 in the 2012 EA details the required mitigation measures to ensure that no
environmental resource is significantly impacted. The proposed action to rehabilitate Buildings
205 and 208 will comply with all of the mitigation measures implemented for Building 209.
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6.0 CONCLUSION

The analysis performed in this SEA concludes that there would be no significant adverse impact,
either individually or cumulatively, to the human environment, provided mitigation measures
and commitments consisting of best management practices and all appropriate, required, and
applicable regulatory compliance measures described in the 2012 EA are fully implemented.
Therefore, this SEA concludes that a Finding of No Significant Impact is appropriate for the
Rehabilitation of Buildings 205 and 208 and that an Environmental Impact Statement is not
required.

7.0 LIST OF PREPARERS

Nicos Katsellis, Christopher Fenton
Architecture
Leo A. Daly
550 South Hope Street, 27th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071

Jason Smith
NEPA SEA Preparation & Coordination
Castle Rose, Inc.
P.O. Box 670
Kelso, WA 98626
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WLA – Veterans Affairs Medical Center West Los Angeles
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APPENDIX A 

Agency Communications 

1. VA Communications with the California State Historic Preservation Officer

a. February 18, 2015 – SHPO Concurrence Letter

b. February 6, 2015 – VA Response Letter

c. January 15, 2015 – SHPO Response Letter

d. December 15, 2014 – VA Section 106 Submittal Package

2. VA Letter to L.A. Convervancy, WLA Medical Center

a. April 1, 2014



Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 

 
 



Area of Potential Effects 
OHP Comment 1: Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(1), I recommend that the APE be 
delineated as the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration Historic District in its entirety. 

Response:

Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties Secretary’s Standards



Secretary’s Standards 
or the identified historic district

Building 205 

OHP Comment 2: Replacement window product information was not submitted so it is not 
possible to review its compatibility with the documentary and physical evidence. Please submit 
product information for replacement windows and demonstrate its compatibility. 

Response: Attachment 1

OHP Comment 3: Replacement window product information was not submitted and so it is not 
possible to review its compatibility with the documentary and physical evidence. Please submit 
product information for replacement windows and demonstrate its compatibility. 

Response:

Attachment 2

OHP Comment 4: The east elevation door is shown as centered on the created opening, but 
the doors placed in created openings on the east side of the center wing are shown as engaging 
the wall on one side and so not centered on the windows above thereby presenting an 
unbalanced appearance. OHP recommends infill door/transom that reflects the former window. 

Response:

OHP Comment 5: Unless this is the “Existing Central Utility Plant Per Building 205 Contract 
Documents.” This new mechanical enclosure is not shown on any submittals. Building 205 
design documents were not submitted with this review. 

Response:



OHP Comment 6: Character-defining features are stated to be retained, but no character-
defining features are listed in the narrative. Existing and original walls, floors and ceilings need 
to be identified and described. 

Response: Attachment D 
Attachment 3

Architectural Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to 
Preserving Their Character

OHP Comment 7: How does the open area of the new entrance atrium incorporate a terrazzo 
floor with borders that delineate demolished walls? Describe the treatment of the new entrance 
atrium floor. 

Response:

Secretary’s Standards



OHP Comment 8: Best practices allows for ductwork-free corridors to maintain original ceiling 
heights in public areas that were typically free of obstructions. Ductwork usually runs inside of 
units to maintain ductwork-free corridors. 

Response:

Building 208 

OHP Comment 9: Replacement window product information was not submitted so it is not 
possible to review its compatibility with the documentary and physical evidence. Please submit 
product information for replacement windows and demonstrate its compatibility. 

Response:
Attachment 2

OHP Comment 10: The east elevation door is shown as centered on the created opening, but 
the doors placed in created openings on the east side of the center wing are shown as engaging 
the wall on one side and so not centered on the windows above thereby presenting an 
unbalanced appearance. OHP recommends infill door/transom that reflects the former window 

Response:

OHP Comment 11: Character-defining features are stated to be retained, but no character-
defining features are listed in the narrative. Existing and original walls, floors and ceilings need 
to be identified and described. Ceilings observed in building sections vary, but range from 
around 6 inches above the head trim to level with head trim and in some cases below head trim. 



All ceilings in units must engage the wall above windows at least 6 inches above the head trim a 
distance of three feet minimum before transitioning lower. 

Ceiling plenums in corridors appear to be very generous and appear to be concealing 
duct crossings in locations. Ductwork should be shaped as flat and close to the ceiling 
as possible to provide the highest ceilings possible. Social space 239 appears to 
contain an exposed VAV, while the dropped ceiling engages windows next to it. 
Mechanical equipment and ductwork must remain concealed in hallways. 
Random areas of structural ceiling appear to be exposed in both the corridor and in 
units. Originally the ceilings were most likely finished, and hard plaster ceilings may still 
be extant. These ceilings should remain and as much ceiling as possible should remain 
at that original height. 
Hallways are shown as significant spaces but the narrative does not explain why, or 
describe which elements rendering the corridors significant are retained. It is noted in 
the photos that several floors and baseboards are terrazzo. Please clarify whether 
terrazzo floors and baseboards will be retained in corridors. Please confirm that the 
windows at the elevator are transparent glass. 

Response: Attachment D 
Attachment 3

Architectural Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to 
Preserving Their Character





OHP Comment 12: How does the open area of the new entrance atrium incorporate a terrazzo 
floor with borders that delineate demolished walls? Describe the treatment of the new entrance 
atrium floor. 

Response:

Secretary’s Standards

OHP Comment 13: Best practices allows for ductwork-free corridors to maintain original ceiling 
heights in public areas that were typically free of obstructions. Ductwork usually runs inside of 
units to maintain ductwork-free corridors. 

Response:

OHP Comment #14: Due to discrepancies regarding the treatment ceilings and windows, 
questions regarding whether the corridors will retain their existing integrity of materials at the 
ceiling, floor and baseboard and lack of demonstration as to whether the replacement windows 
will be compatible with documentary and physical evidence, I am unable to concur the 
undertaking meets the Standards. 

Response: 
Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation

Secretary’s Standards 
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Building 205 



Handicap accessible ramp 

Window Replacement 

OHP Comment

Infilled Porches 



Secretary's Standards, 

OHP Comment

Emergency Exiting 

Secretary's Standards 
Standards 

OHP Comment

Entry Canopy 



Plaza at South Elevation 

Mechanical Enclosure 

Secretary's 
Standards 

OHP Comment

Interior 

OHP Comment

Seismic Retrofit 



Entrance Atrium 

Secretary's Standards 

OHP Comment

Installation of New Ductwork 

OHP Comment

Additional Stairwell Entrance 

New Stairwells 

Building 208 



Handicap Accessible Ramp 

Window Rehabilitation 

Infilled Porches 

OHP Comment



Emergency Exiting 

OHP Comment

Entry Canopy 

Interior 
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Seismic Retrofit 

Entrance Atrium 

Secretary's Standards 

OHP Comment

Installation of New Ductwork 



OHP Comment

Additional Stairwell Entrance 

New Stairwells 

OHP Comment
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
DUKE Cultural Resources Management, LLC (DUKE C R M ) is under contract to Leo A. Daly Company 
(Leo Daly) to conduct an archaeological assessment of the seismic corrections and miscellaneous renovations 
on the West Los Angeles Healthcare Center (WLAHC Campus or Property) for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). Specifically seismic corrections/renovations/repurposing are proposed at the following 15 
buildings: 114, 115, 156, 157, 158, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 212, 222, 257, 258, and 300. Minor ground 
disturbance will be required at each building. In addition, the scope of this study includes an archaeological 
reconnaissance survey of the portion of the Campus that is west of the I-405. The Campus is located in the 
City and County of Los Angeles. More specifically it is located west of the I-405 Freeway straddling Wilshire 
Boulevard. The WLAHC Property is 387 acres and is under the Veterans Health Administration (VHA). 

The purpose of this report is to identify archaeological resources within the West Los Angeles Healthcare 
Campus that may be encountered during development of the seismic corrections project and future projects. 
Historic-period built environment resources are being treated in a separate report by Chattel, Inc. This effort 
was completed in support of the VA’s compliance with 36 CFR Part 800, the regulations implementing the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). 

A records search was completed at the South Central Coastal Information Center and a field survey was 
conducted of the Property. The VA Project Manager contacted Native American groups as part of the 
identification process. The records search did not identify any recorded archaeological resources within the 
Campus. The WLAHC was constructed in 1888 as the Pacific Branch of the National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers (NHDVS). Over the years the campus grew in overall size and the services offered to 
Veterans. In 1930 the NHDVS was subsumed by the Veterans Administration and is now part of the VA. 
There are three historic districts on the Campus: the Los Angeles Architectural Set or Brentwood Historic 
District (14 buildings constructed from 1921 through 1952), the Pacific Branch or Wadsworth Historic 
District (39 buildings constructed from 1890 through 1959), and the Los Angeles National Cemetery (east of 
the I-405). All three have been formally determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. The archaeological field survey identified two historic refuse scatters (VA Site 1 and VA Site 2). Each 
of these sites contains fragmented historic material: VA Site 1 contains primarily building materials (n=45, 
including tiles, brick and glass fragments, a toilet fragment, and a piece of marble); VA Site 2 contains 
domestic materials (n=9, including fragments of ceramic, glass, plaster, and steel). Additionally, two 
prehistoric archaeological resources were recently discovered on the Campus in association with the Solar 
Photovoltaic project. Excavation at one of these sites determined it to be a prehistoric shell midden in a 
secondary deposit with fire cracked rock, burned animal bone, and flaked stone. The other site was not 
excavated, but contains prehistoric shell fragments scattered on the surface. 

Consultation with Native American groups was undertaken by the VA Project Manager. Preliminary results 
indicate the Campus contains a high sensitivity for Native American cultural resources. This is primarily due 
to the presence of burials at the nearby Kuruuvanga Springs site and the recent discovery of shell midden on 
the campus associated with the Solar Photovoltaic project. The Native American groups contacted requested 
Native American monitoring during ground disturbing activities associated with the project. 

The majority of the Campus is obscured by buildings, asphalt/concrete, and landscaping. Significant changes 
to the Campus have been made over the last 126 years which have changed the landscape and in the process 
altered the natural and historic setting significantly. Due to the age of the original NHDVS facility (built in 
1888 with additions over the years) there is a high sensitivity for historical archaeological resources associated 
with the early use of the property, especially in the Los Angeles Home Branch or Wadsworth Historic 
District. Other areas of the campus have a medium or moderate potential for historical archaeological 
resources. The presence of prehistoric site CA-LAN-382 (Serra or Kuruuvanga Springs) within ¼ mile of the 
Campus and known shell midden (although disturbed) discovered on the Campus indicates a medium-to-high 
sensitivity for prehistoric archaeological resources. The sensitivity of prehistoric and historic archaeological 
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resources is offset by the extensive prior ground disturbance that has occurred over the more than 100 year 
history of the Campus. However, the degree of disturbance is not known in each specific location and likely 
varies from building to building on the campus. See Table 4 on page 14 for a list of buildings and their 
associated sensitivity ranking. 

This study revealed four known archaeological resources (2 historical and 2 prehistoric) within the Campus. 
The mapped location of these resources is not within the area of potential effects (APE) for the current 
seismic correction project; therefore, DUKE C R M  recommends that no known archaeological resources will 
be impacted by the project. While no known archaeological resources will be impacted, their presence on the 
campus indicates an overall high sensitivity for discovering additional archaeological features within the 
Campus during future development. Additional archaeological resources, if present, may be important to 
Native American groups and have the potential to answer questions about the previous inhabitants of the 
area and their use of the Property in the prehistoric and protohistoric period, and the early history of the 
NHDVS. Any findings could be used for educational and interpretive purposes on the Campus or at local 
museums and institutions. 

Based on our field observations showing a high level of prior ground disturbance in the APE combined with 
the limited nature of ground disturbance associated with this undertaking, it is not likely that any 
archaeological resources will be impacted by the current undertaking. However, given the overall high 
sensitivity of the campus for cultural resources it is recommended that an archaeological monitor be present 
during initial ground disturbing activities near buildings with a sensitivity ranking of high (114, 115, 156, 157, 
158, 205, 206, 212, 222, 257, and 258, see Table 4, page 14). Monitoring will enable the WLAHC and SHPO 
to rapidly address any post-review discoveries pursuant to 36 CFR 800.13(b). The archaeological monitoring 
should occur as follows: 

Archaeological Monitoring- In areas of high sensitivity for archaeological resources, it is recommended that 
an archaeological monitor be present during the initial ground disturbance associated with seismic 
corrections/renovations. This will be followed by spot checking for the duration of ground disturbance 
associated with seismic corrections/renovations. In areas of low-to-moderate sensitivity (buildings 207, 208, 
209, and 300) no monitoring is recommended. 

The monitor shall work under the direct supervision of a qualified archaeologist (Secretary of Interior 
Professional Qualification Standards- M.A./M.S. in anthropology, or related discipline with an emphasis in 
archaeology and demonstrated experience and competence in archaeological research, fieldwork, reporting, 
and curation). 

1. The qualified archaeologist shall be on-site at the pre-construction meeting to discuss monitoring 
protocols. 

2. In the event of an archaeological discovery, the monitor shall flag the area and notify the VA 
Resident Engineer immediately. The contractor shall follow the construction contract protocols. No 
further disturbance in the flagged area shall occur until the VA Resident Engineer has cleared the 
area. 

3. In consultation with the qualified archaeologist, the monitor shall quickly assess the nature and 
significance of the find. If the discovery is not significant it shall be quickly mapped, documented, 
removed and the area cleared. 

4. If the discovery potentially is significant, the qualified archaeologist shall notify the VA Resident 
Engineer immediately. The WLAHC shall consult with the California State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO), Native American Tribes, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(ACHP) within 48 hours, notifying them of the National Register eligibility of the discovery and the 
proposed plan to resolve adverse effects. The plan may include avoidance, minimization, and/or 
mitigation, or a combination of treatment options. 

5. The SHPO, Native American Tribes, and the ACHP have 48 hours to respond. 

ii 



6. The WLAHC shall take into account the comments of the SHPO, Native American Tribes, and 
ACHP, and carry out the plan. After the plan has been executed a report will be submitted to the 
SHPO, Native American Tribes, and ACHP. 

7. An archaeological report will be prepared upon completion of all mitigation efforts. The report will 
be submitted to South Central Coastal Information Center, located at CSU, Fullerton. 

Native American Monitoring- Based on the high sensitivity of the Campus for prehistoric resources and 
the requests by Native American groups, the WLAHC should allow for a Native American monitor to be 
present during the initial ground disturbance associated with seismic corrections/renovations at buildings 
with a prehistoric sensitivity ranking of High (buildings 156, 157, 158, 205, 206, 212, 222, 257, and 258). This 
will be followed by spot checking for the duration of ground disturbance associated with seismic corrections/ 
renovations. In areas of low-to-moderate sensitivity for prehistoric archaeological resources, no monitoring is 
recommended. The Native American monitoring should occur as follows: 

1. A designated Native American monitor shall be invited to the pre-construction meeting to discuss 
monitoring protocols. 

2. The Native American monitor shall notify the qualified archaeologist and resident engineer if 
prehistoric archaeological resources are discovered. 

3. In the event of an archaeological discovery, the monitor shall flag the area and notify the VA 
Resident Engineer immediately. The contractor shall follow the construction contract protocols. No 
further disturbance in the flagged area shall occur until the VA Resident Engineer has cleared the 
area. 

If human remains are encountered, no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has been 
notified and made a determination of origin and disposition. If the remains are determined to be prehistoric, 
the VA shall comply with the requirements of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) and develop a plan of action in consultation with Native American groups (43 CFR 10). 
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INTRODUCTION 
DUKE Cultural Resources Management, LLC (DUKE C R M ) is under contract to Leo A. Daly Company 
(Leo A Daly) to conduct an archaeological assessment of the seismic corrections and miscellaneous 
renovations on the West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus (Campus or Property) for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA). In addition, the scope of this study includes an archaeological reconnaissance survey 
of the portion of West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus that is west of the I-405. The Project is located in the 
City and County of Los Angeles. 

The purpose of this report is to identify archaeological resources within the West Los Angeles Healthcare 
Campus that may be encountered during development of the seismic corrections project and future projects. 
Historic period built environment resources are being treated in a separate report by Chattel, Inc. This effort 
was completed in compliance with 36 CFR Part 800, the regulations implementing the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA). 

Project Description 
Specifically seismic corrections/renovations are proposed at the following 15 buildings: 

Table 1: Buildings Summary 
Building Proposed Scope
114 Demolish Services Relocated to buildings 156, 157, 258
115 Demolish Services Relocated to buildings 156, 157, 258 
156 Full renovation of Vacant Space to Research Labs/Admin 
157 Full renovation of Vacant Space to Research Labs/Admin 
158 Partial renovation to accommodate building 208 program 
205 Transitional Homeless Housing Buildings (Impact space for current housing buildings 207, 212, 257) 
206 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment /Renovation to accommodate Substance Abuse 
207 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment only 
208 Transitional Homeless Housing Buildings (Impact space for current housing buildings 207, 212, 257)
209 Full Renovation Homeless Housing 
212 Retrofit/Facility Condition Assessment /Renovation. Research relocated to buildings 156, 157, 258 
222 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment only
257 Half  Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment & Half Renovation 
258 Mental Health to building 257 upon its completion. Research Admin relocated from buildings 114, 115, 212 
300 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment only 

The majority of construction will take place within the interior of each building. The project description here 
discusses components that have potential to impact archaeological resources, namely those portions of the 
project that occur outside the building. This may include the area immediately surrounding the building: 

Excavation for utilities, depth 2’-6’ 
New terraced gardens and ramps, depth 2’-6’ 
New retaining walls, ramps, and re-grading, depth 2’-10’ 
Excavation for waterproofing and excavation for Sewer and Storm Drain connections: 5’ wide band 
around building perimeter, depth 8’ 
Road work, exit paths, and parking, depth 0’-10’ 

Project Location 
The VA West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus is located in West Los Angeles, west of the I-405 freeway 
straddling Wilshire Boulevard. The address is 11301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90073. The Campus is 
387 acres, generally bound by the I-405 freeway on the east, Ohio Avenue on the south, Bringham/Federal 
Avenues to the west, and the Brentwood School to the north. Surrounding the project are primarily 
residential land uses with some commercial land-uses. East of the of the I-405 freeway are the National 
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Cemetery and GSA Federal Building. The project is located in an unsectioned portion (portions of projected 
Sections 20, 21, 28, and 29) of Township 1 South, Range 15 West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian. 
The project is depicted on the USGS Beverly Hills, Calif. 7.5 Minute Quadrangle (See Appendix A). 

SETTING 
Natural 
The natural landscape of the WLAHC has been dramatically altered by human activity over the last 126 years. 
What was once a region of grass-covered rolling hills interspersed with tree-lined arroyos is now an almost 
fully developed urban landscape. 

The WLAHC lies on the Sawtelle Plain which is part of the coastal plain of Los Angeles County. The Sawtelle 
Plain is an alluvial apron that was formed by streams draining the Santa Monica Mountains which eroded and 
backfilled the area. This alluvial apron is general 30 to 40 feet deep. Two major fault systems, the San Andreas 
Fault System and Newport-Inglewood Structure Zone, affect the Los Angeles region, including the study area 
(URS Greiner Woodward Clyde 2000, 3-1). There is generally a humic brown soil with fragments of angular 
gray shale. 

Elevations on the study area range from approximately 260 feet in the southern tip to 480 feet in the northern 
end. Two fairly large drainages previously existed on the property but have now mostly been filled in. One 
ran north to south in the western area of the northwest quadrant. The other ran northeast to southwest at the 
southern end of the southwest quadrant. Two natural springs are depicted on the USGS 1901 topographic 
map in the southwest corner of the WLAHC. A grouping of three springs is located approximately ¼ mile 
southwest of the Campus (Serra or Kuruuvanga Springs). 

A 1995 study of the drainage in the northwest quadrant identified the following species as the most dominant 
of the native plants: laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), mule fat 
(Baccharis salicifolia), California encelia (Encelia californica), coast goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii), black 
walnut (Juglans californica), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), and broad-leaved cattail (Typha la ifolia) (Bryant 
Engineers 1995, 37-42). Dominant non-native plants included: field mustard (Brassica rapa), castor bean 
(Rincinus communes), filaree (Erodium cicutarium), gun trees (Eucalyptus sp.), Bermuda buttercup (Oxalis 
pes-capr-ae), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), giant reed (Arundo donly), wild oat (Avena Fatua), ripgut grass 
(Bromus diandrus), and foxtail chess (Bromus madritensis) (ibid.). Of the 56 plants identified, the non-natives 
outnumbered the indigenous 29 (51.8%) to 27 (48.2%). 

The Bryant Engineers study (1995, 43-45) identified the following animal species in the area: red-tailed hawk 
(Bueto jamaicensis), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), Say’s phoebe 
(Sayornis saya), scrub jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens), common bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), northern 
mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos), European starling (Stumus vulgaris), house sparrow (Passer domesticus), 
western meadowlark (Stumelia neglecta), house finch (Carpodacus mexicanus), common towhee (Pipilo 
fuscus), white-crowned sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys), song sparrow (Melospiza melodia), Audubon 
cottontail (Syvilgus audoboni), California ground squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyi), and Botta pocket gopher 
(Thomomys bottae). 

Cultural 
Prehistory 
The archaeology of the Los Angeles area is not particularly well understood. The following sequence is 
provided as a general framework that will be subject to major revisions as regional research increases. Many 
archaeologists reject the use of static chronologies as unreflective of the processes of cultural evolution that 
were actually occurring in prehistory. 
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When people first arrived in California, or the Americas, is still a matter of speculation. Up until the early 
1980s a few archaeologists and non-professionals argued that human occupation went back as far as 50,000 
years ago based on evidence from the California deserts (e.g. Schuiling 1979). Studies in the mid-1980s 
suggested that human occupation in California did not exceed 11,000 years in age (Bada et al. 1984; Taylor et 
al. 1985). The generally accepted view today is that “The case for an occupation of California between 15,000 
and 11,000 years ago has been established beyond any reasonable doubt, but the date of first settlement 
remains very much in question” (Erlandson et al. 2007:62). 

The prehistoric occupation of the area generally is divided into four periods using the definitive chronology 
originally developed by Wallace in 1955 and later modified by him in 1978 (Wallace 1955). A 1961 chronology 
by Warren, which is environmentally oriented, also is frequently cited (Warren 1961).  The first period is 
known as the Early Horizon. This lasted from the initial appearance of people in California up until about 
5,000 BC. Little is known about these early people. Probably the best evidence comes from San Diego 
County where the latter part of this horizon is termed the San Dieguito phase (see Rogers 1966). It is believed 
that Early Horizon peoples subsisted primarily by semi-nomadic hunting of larger game animals using 
articulated spear throwers termed atlatls. 

By around 5,000 BC the Millingstone Horizon began. This horizon is characterized by the presence of seed 
grinding implements termed manos and metates. These grinding devices are thought to indicate a 
fundamental shift in the subsistence base over the preceding period, with hard seed plant resources becoming 
a dominant food source. Along the coast, shellfish collecting formed an important aspect of the diet. Atlatl 
hunting still occurred. The diversification of the subsistence pattern during the Millingstone Horizon 
contributed to a somewhat more sedentary way-of-life with seasonal villages appearing for the first time. 

The Millingstone Horizon terminates with the onset of the Intermediate Horizon at around 1,500 to 1,000 
BC. This period is characterized by a further change in the subsistence pattern with larger, fleshier 
foodstuffs, particularly acorns, being eaten. Stone mortars and pestles appearing on sites of this period are 
thought to represent acorn processing. Atlatl hunting still was practiced, with large, crude projectile points 
representing this technology in the archaeological record. 

By about 1,200 years ago the Late Horizon was under way. The Late Horizon society was fairly complex with 
a diversified hunting and gathering economy, extensive trade networks, and sophisticated social, political, and 
religious institutions. The economy was even more variegated than the preceding periods with the bow and 
arrow, having smaller, finer points, coming into widespread use. 

Ethnography 
The project is located within the boundaries of Gabrielino or Tongva Indians lands. The name Gabrielino 
was given to them by the Spanish to note they were within the territory of the Mission San Gabriel. Generally 
their territory included all of the Los Angeles Basin, parts of the Santa Ana and Santa Monica Mountains, 
along the coast from Aliso Creek in the south to Topanga Canyon in the north, and San Clemente, San 
Nicolas, and Santa Catalina Islands. 

The Gabrielino spoke a dialect of the Cupan group of the Takic language family. This language was part of 
the larger Uto-Aztecan language stock which migrated west from the Great Basin. The Gabrielino shared this 
language with their neighboring groups to the south and east (Bean and Smith 1978, Shipley 1978). 

Groups of Gabrielino lived in villages that were autonomous from other villages. Each village had access to 
hunting, collecting, and fishing areas (Bean and Smith 1978). Villages were typically located in protected coves 
or canyons near water. The village known as Kuruuvanga (meaning we are in warmth or sun) was located 
approximately ¼ mile southwest of the WLAHC. Kuruuvanga is the site of a series of natural springs that 
provided a year-round supply of water. The village was visited by the expedition of Gaspar de Portola in 1769 
where the group camped. Friar Juan Crespí noted that the village residents were friendly offering bowls of 
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seeds, sage, and shell bead necklaces. Villages were used as a homebase. It would be common for groups of 
hunters and foragers to move about the landscape in search of resources for food, clothing, structures, etc. 
Natural waterways would be a common place to search for these resources. 

Acorns were the most important food for the Gabrielino, although the types and quantity of different foods 
varied by season and locale. Other important sources of food were grass and many other seed types, deer, 
rabbit, jackrabbit, woodrat, mice, ground squirrels, quail, doves, ducks and other fowl, fish, shellfish, and 
marine mammals. 

Typically women gathered and men hunted, although work tasks often overlapped. Each village had a chief 
who controlled religious, economic, and warfare authorities. The chief had an assistant and an advisory 
council who assisted in important decisions and rituals. Each of these positions was hereditary being passed 
down from generation to generation (Bean and Smith 1978). 

History 
The study area is a large property that has been intensively utilized over the years and has a long and varied 
history. This context section views the history of the WLAHC in terms of material culture. Specifically, what 
events have occurred in the past that may have left evidence behind in the form of archaeological resources? 

Mission/Rancho Period 
The first Europeans to pass through the area comprised the Portolá expedition in August of 1769. They were 
destined for Monterey and camped at the Indian village now known as Serra Springs (or San Vicente), which 
is near the study area (Robinson 1939:144-145). Upon the establishment of Mission San Gabriel, the west 
Los Angeles area was uninhabited by the Spanish who simply considered it a region for neophyte acquisition 
and cattle grazing by the mission. 

The WLAHC comprises portions of two former ranchos: Rancho San Vicente y Santa Monica and Rancho 
San Jose de Buenos Ayres. The dividing line is Sepulveda Boulevard. 

In 1828 Francisco Sepulveda, an army officer, was given possession of, and provisional title to “the place 
called San Vicente” (Robinson 1939:145). This included all of what was to become the original Santa Monica 
town site and it stretched almost as far east as what would become Westwood. Over the years there was a 
dispute with the Reyes and Marquez families over the ownership of the Santa Monica area. In 1839 
Sepulveda was granted the 31,000-acre Rancho San Vicente y Santa Monica by Governor Juan B. Alvarado 
(Connor 1941:29). However, it was not until 1881 that United States patents were issued, officially 
recognizing the Mexican grants (Robinson 1939:149). 

The smaller--4,438 acre--Rancho San Jose de Buenos Ayres was granted by Governor Manuel Micheltorena 
on February 24, 1843 to Maximo Alanis (Conner 1941:35). 

The diseños for the two ranchos, available online from Calisphere (UC Libraries, California Digital Library), 
apparently show no buildings on either rancho that would fall within the present study area. 

The Soldiers Home 
The history of the WLAHC is well documented (e.g. Kelly 1997, Cetina 1977, Julin 2007, and U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs 1995) and is only briefly summarized here. 

The VA can trace its origins back to the founding of the National Asylum for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 
This was created by Congress and signed into law by President Lincoln on March 3, 1865 (Cetina 1977:84). 
One of the primary intentions was to provide facilities for volunteer soldiers and sailors who, because they 
were not regulars, were denied access to the U.S. Military Asylum and U.S. Naval Asylum (Cetina 1977:92). 
The first facility opened in 1866 in Togus, Maine (Eastern Branch). On January 23, 1873, Congress passed a 
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resolution changing the name of the institution to the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 
(NHDVS). 

The Board of Governors of the NHDVS formally agreed in December of 1884 that it was necessary to 
establish a branch home on the Pacific coast (Cetina 1977:184). In March of 1887 The U.S. Congress 
authorized the establishment of the Pacific Branch of the National Home for Disabled Soldiers (Cetina 
1977:186). The Pacific branch opened in 1888 and within the year held a hospital, barracks, mess hall and a 
cemetery (Julin 2007:23). 

The proposal accepted by the Board was offered by Colonel Robert S. Baker, Senator John P. Jones of 
Nevada, and John Wolfskill. Baker and Jones owned Rancho San Vicente y Santa Monica and were 
instrumental in the founding of Santa Monica (Robinson 1939:150-152). Wolfskill had purchased Rancho 
San Jose de Buenos Ayres in 1884 for $40,000 and sold it two years later for more than 10 times that price to 
the Los Angeles Santa Manta Monica Land and Water Company (Connor 1941:35). The offer made by the 
group consisted of 300 acres of land, a water supply of 120,000 gallons a day, and $100,000 cash (Ingersoll 
1908:338). 

On May 12, 1888 the Los Angeles Times provided a fairly detailed description of the Soldiers Home 
undertaking. The following information is summarized from that article (Los Angeles Times 1888:2): The 
project was to include a branch of the Los Angeles County railroad running to a central point at the Home, 
which contained about 300 acres. The now barren landscape was to be planted with trees and have artificial 
lakes creating a park-like setting. Instead of one mammoth building there would be 25 “barracks,” which 
would not be like barracks at all, but much more comfortable, with smoking rooms, lavatories, and 
bathrooms. Also to be built was a headquarters building, a memorial hall, a dining hall, a boiler house, a 
laundry, a large hospital, and a church. The Soldier’s Home was not to be just a building, but a settlement of 
some 40 buildings. 

The facility was designed by architect Stanford White, a partner in the architectural firm of McKim, Mead, 
and White (Rasmussen 1994:B3). Construction was supervised by the architects Peters and Burns (Los 
Angeles Times 1888:7). Veterans started arriving before the facility was habitable, living in tents on the 
grounds.  The first to arrive was Private George Davis of New York on May 2, 1888, unwilling to put up with 
another New York winter (Rasmussen 1994:B3). By December of 1888 the facility was available for initial 
occupation (Ingersoll 1908:339). The veterans drifted in, grateful for the free lodging, including 100 elderly 
men from northern California who marched 500 miles to take up residence (Rasmussen 1994:B3). 

A Los Angeles Times article from 1892 mentions construction of a reservoir for the facility and noted the need 
for additional construction only four years after the facility had opened: 

“Five barracks, a headquarters, mess hall, Governors quarters, laundry, surgeons quarters, hospital, farmers 
house and barn are completed or under construction. There is a need for five extra barracks, a boiler and 
engine house, treasurer’s quarters, an additional hospital wing, a permanent kitchen, and additional barn and 
corral, and a pavilion and bathhouses on the beach. When the building[s] now under construction are 
finished a thousand men can be accommodated [Los Angeles Times 1892:5].” 

The Soldiers Home functioned in many ways like an urban farmstead, trying to maintain a degree of self-
sufficiency. In pursuit of this, they kept livestock, had orchards, and grew crops.  This not only fed the 
pensioners but allowed for the sale of some products (Rasmussen 1994:B3). The facility even had its own 
cannery (Fitzgerrell 1920:np). Treated sewage was used for irrigation (ibid.). 

Developments over the years included installation of a telephone system in 1895 (Los Angeles Times 1895:9), 
completion of a new hospital in 1904, and the extension of the Los Angeles Pacific Railroad to the Home in 
1905 (Los Angeles Times 1905:17). 
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Expansion continued and by 1908 there were 11 barracks accommodating over 2000 veteran residents at the 
Home (Ingersoll 1908:342). By 1920 the Soldiers Home had a power plant with a 1200 horsepower steam and 
engine capacity (Fitzgerrell 1920:np). This provided hot water and steam to the building and powered pumps 
for 13 bored wells on the property. Southern California Edison supplied a lighting system while the facility 
generated DC power to supply various motors throughout the Veterans Home property (ibid.). 

By the 1920s it became apparent that the early wood frame buildings were a fire hazard. Nine arson-
suspected fires had occurred in the early part of 1927 and some $200,000 worth of property had been 
destroyed (Los Angeles Times 1927a:A1). The government decided that the early buildings needed to be 
replaced by modern, fire-proof structures.  A gradual replacement program was initiated that was not 
completed until the 1960s (Los Angeles Times 1960:W2). 

A significant event of the 1920s was the construction of the $1,500,000 James W. Wadsworth Hospital. This 
was a state-of-the-art steel and concrete structure with 562 beds that opened on May 12, 1927 (Los Angeles 
Times 1927b:10). The facility was growing rapidly and in 1929 a new building phase was started which 
included a new mess hall, 12 barracks, and the widening of Wilshire Boulevard (Los Angeles Times 1928:E1). 

Congress enacted legislation in July 1930 (46 Stat. L., 1016) authorizing the president to merge the Veterans 
Bureau, the NHDVS, and the Bureau of Pensions into a single entity, the Veterans Administration, which 
then became the Department of Veterans Affairs (Cetina 1977:382-383). World War I and then World War 
II provided great impetus for the continued expansion of the former NHDVS facilities. 

METHODS 
Research 
On October 27, 2010 a records search was conducted by ArchaeoGroup at the South Central Coastal 
Information Center (SCCIC). A follow-up records search was conducted on January 9, 2014 by Eleni Ziogas 
of DUKE C R M . The SCCIC is part of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) 
and is located at California State University, Fullerton. The records search focused on archaeological 
resources. It included a review of all recorded historic and prehistoric archaeological sites within a one-mile 
radius of the project area, as well as a review of known cultural resource survey and excavation reports. The 
California State Historic Property Data File (HPD) was examined, which includes the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register), California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), 
California Historical Landmarks (CHL), and California Points of Historical Interest (CPHI). Cultural resource 
reports prepared for the West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus were also provided by the VA and their 
consultants working on other projects. DUKE C R M  inspected relevant background information, including 
historic maps and photos. 

Native American Consultation 
Section 106 requires federal agencies to consult with federally-recognized Indian Tribes and other 
stakeholders to consider their comments in the planning process. The Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) was contacted to search the Sacred Lands File (SLF) and provide a list of Native Americans to 
contact for the project. WLAHC contacted each group on the list provided by the NAHC (See Appendix C). 

Field Survey 
A field survey was conducted over several days in 2010/2011 and in 2014. Because the landscape of the study 
area is so variable—ranging from large buildings to parking lots to roads to grassy lawns to drainages to 
playing fields to exposed dirt areas—it was important to keep track of the survey coverage for the study. This 
was further complicated by issues of access, levels of rodent disturbance, and vegetation density. All told, the 
ground visibility was only fair to poor. As will be seen below, there is little doubt that there are archaeological 
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resources present on the WLAHC in areas covered by playing fields, parking lots, lawns, etc., that were not 
identified during the current study. 

Given the history of the property it was anticipated that a scatter of historic to modern isolated finds (termed 
“isolates”) would be present, particularly in areas of ground exposure (e.g. rodent disturbance). While 
locations of all debris were noted, it was decided to only record finds that could be definitively dated to over 
50 years old and possibly eligible for the National Register. 

Dates of fieldwork and personnel participating are as follows: 

October 21, 2010: James Brock with Jenna Snow (Chattel Inc.) 
November 22, 2010: James Brock and Mary Anne Eason (Intensive) 
November 23, 2010: James Brock and Mary Anne Eason (Intensive) 
December 16, 2010: James Brock and Mary Anne Eason (Intensive) 
December 17, 2010: James Brock and Mary Anne Eason (Intensive) 
January 20, 2011: James Brock with Chattel Inc. and Leo Daly staff 
May 25, 2011: James Brock (Intensive) 
May 26, 2011: James Brock (Intensive) 
February 11, 2014: Curt Duke and Eleni Ziogas (reconnaissance) 
March 6, 2014: Curt Duke (reconnaissance) 

Personnel 
James Brock, archaeologist with ArchaeoGroup, conducted a records search and the field survey, recording 
VA Site 1 and 2. Mr. Brock prepared a draft of this report. Before the report was finished, on December 11, 
2011 Mr. Brock died. Following his death DUKE C R M  was contracted to complete the work started by Mr. 
Brock. On January 9, 2014 Eleni Ziogas conducted a partial records search. This report was prepared by Curt 
Duke using much of the research and data provided by Mr. Brock. Mr. Duke is the Principal Archaeologist of 
DUKE C R M . Mr. Duke meets the professional qualifications of the Secretary of the Interior for prehistoric 
and historical archaeology; he is also a Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA) who has worked in all 
phases of archaeology (archival research, field survey, testing and data recovery excavation, laboratory 
analysis, construction monitoring) since 1994. Mr. Duke holds a Master of Arts degree in Anthropology with 
an emphasis in archaeology from California State University, Fullerton and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Anthropology from the University of California, Santa Cruz. Mr. Duke has worked throughout southern and 
Northern California and parts of Arizona and Nevada. Please see Appendix C for Mr. Duke’s resume. 

RESULTS 
Records search 
At least 60 archaeological studies have been conducted for the area within one mile of the WLAHC property 
boundaries. The majority of these studies have been small surveys of residential or commercial lots with 
negative results. Notable exceptions include those studies at CA-LAN-382 and CA-LAN-1063. Most of the 
area surrounding the Campus is built and developed with little or no ground visibility.  Map data from the 
SCCIC indicates that there are no archaeological resources recorded within the Project boundaries. However, 
two archaeological sites have been recorded within one mile of the study area: CA-LAN-382 falls within ¼ 
mile of the Campus while another site, CA-LAN-1063, falls in the one-half to one mile distance from the 
Campus. 

CA-LAN-382, also identified as Serra or Kuruuvanga Springs, is a well-known site located to the southwest of 
the WLAHC on the University High School property. It is registered as California Historical Landmark 
Number 522. This is the site of a former Gabrielino Tongva village that was visited by the Portolá 
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Expedition in 1769. Fr. Serra is reported to have said mass there in 1770. It appears that the site has been  
largely destroyed but is noted as having produced human burials, projectile points, grinding implements, bone  
tools, faunal remains (bone and shell), and midden areas. 

CA-LAN-1063 rests about one mile to the southwest of the Campus. Singer reported the site to be heavily  
disturbed (Singer 1980). He noted the presence of “Manos, abrading hammers, core hammers and scrapers,  
flakes and flake scraper and flake knife” (ibid.). Singer believed the site to be old, possibly dating back to the  
Early Horizon. 

The records search identified five prior archaeological studies that included the Campus (Dillon 1980, Bryant  
1995, Warren 2005, Switalski and Cooper 2010, Baker 2011). Additional reports were provided to DUKE 
C R M  by the WLAHC and various consultants (Mirro et al. 2012, Hamilton 2012, Hamilton 2013, and Beiter 
2013). These reports were reviewed. It is possible that other studies have taken place within the Campus that 
have not been reported to the Archaeological Information Center. 

The Dillon Study 
The Dillon (1980) survey was conducted in advance of the construction of playing fields in the northwest 
area of the WLAHC . The acreage is not given in the report but is estimated at about 15 acres. Dillon’s  
survey was negative for prehistoric resources. Dillon noted that refuse dumping had occurred adjacent to,  
and in, the large drainage along the eastern border of this study area. He noted “…modern glass, chinaware,  
and plastic fragments…” along with larger pieces of reinforced concrete, metal pipe, etc. (Dillon 1980:5). He  
concluded that the refuse had been imported onto his study area, that it appeared to be less than 40 years old,  
and that “… no important historic or archaeological resources are present on the subject property” (ibid.). 

The Bryant Study 
In 1995, 15 years after the Dillon study, a study was undertaken of the large drainage that was along the  
eastern border of the Dillon study in the northwestern portion of the WLAHC. This was conducted in  
advance of a channelization project for the drainage by Jack K. Bryant Engineers (Bryant 1995). Three loci of 
historic and modern debris were located during the survey of the 2.5-acre study area.  Locus A, the densest  
and largest of the loci contained over 250 fragments of glass and 100 fragments of “ceramic china” in an area  
about 300 by 75 feet (Bryant 1995:21). Included with the glass were numerous fragments of amethyst colored  
glass which generally dates to 1880-1914, along with cobalt blue and aqua glass fragments  thought to date to 
the 1920s to 1940s. It is also stated that ceramics with willow ware patterns are present which were  
“…popular during the 1920s to the 1940s” (Bryant 1995:22). Willow ware has been in use from the 1790s to  
the present (Gaston 2003) and cobalt blue and aqua glass were in use before the 1920s and remain in use  
today.  

The Bryant study identified two smaller loci of “historic debris” (Loci B and C). Locus B was a 60 by 60 feet 
area with about 25 artifacts and Locus C was a 60 by 90 feet area with less than 20 specimens. The Bryant 
study concluded: 

“The historic debris observed in all three locations is consistent with glass and ceramic 
refuse from the 1920s through the 1940s, possibly from an institutional source. The artifacts 
were dominated by patent medicine bottle fragments and inexpensive china sherds. Some of 
the glass was melted, indicative of periodic burning, a practice that was typical for trash 
dumps during this time period (Bryant 1995:22).” 

The amethyst colored glass dates prior to 1914, therefore the deposit could pre-date 1920 and possibly be 
from the late 1800s. It is likely that the deeply buried historic debris is older and could date to the early period 
of the NHDVS. Such deposits have not been previously identified and could provide information pertaining 
to dietary patterns, medical treatments, government expenditure on NHDVS operations, etc. 
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The Warren Study 
The 2005 Warren study examined two areas of the WLAHC totaling approximately 70 acres.  One property is 
termed the “Veterans Home” parcel and the other the “Kitchen” parcel. The field reconnaissance of the two 
properties was negative. It was concluded that the Veterans Home property had a low sensitivity for 
archaeological resources while the Kitchen property had a moderate to high potential for prehistoric 
resources based on its proximity to site CA-LAN-382 (Warren 2005:32). The archaeological site is still over 
one-half mile from the Kitchen parcel. Because the Kitchen parcel was paved over, it was recommended that 
an archaeological test program be undertaken on the property to identify and evaluate any resources that 
might be present. There is no evidence that a test program was ever undertaken. 

The Solar Photovoltaic Studies 
In 2012 and 2013 Applied Earthworks, Inc. (AE) conducted a buried site testing program (BST). The first 
report included trenching in Parking Lot 38 and 299 (Mirro et al. 2012). AE excavated two trenches in Lot 38 
identifying modern and historic fill material. In Trench 2 below 2.1 meters (m) AE observed native (natural 
or undisturbed by human activity) sediments consisting of sandy silty clays and clayey silts. Trenches 3 and 4 
were excavated in Parking Lot 299. Sediments in Trench 3 included sands with gravel interbedding, indicating 
a high energy depositional environment. Trench 4 contained homogenous sediment throughout consisting of 
clayey or silty loam. No recommendations were made for future archaeological studies in these areas. 

The second report was completed later in 2012 and consists of two trenches in Parking Lot 20 (Hamilton 
2012). The results of these trenches indicate that the top one meter consists of disturbed and compacted 
sediments. These sediments are underlain by alluvial sediments that likely date to the Pleistocene. The 
Pleistocene alluvium indicates the presence of wetlands following its original deposition. It also indicates a 
low potential for prehistoric archaeological resources. No recommendations were made for future 
archaeological studies in these areas. 

In the third BST report six trenches were excavated: Lot 18-2 trenches; Lot 49-2 trenches; Helipad-2 trenches 
(Hamilton 2013). The trenches at the Helipad were placed in a former drainage that has been filled in over the 
years. Beneath this fill historic artifacts were discovered that were likely dumped in the ravine during the 
historic period; however AE interpreted these items as having been dumped upstream and washed to their 
current location. The four trenches in Lots 18 and 49 were similar to the trenches excavated in Lot 20 
consisting of alluvial sediments of Pleistocene age beneath the top, disturbed layer. AE recommended 
archaeological monitoring due to the potential to discover historic period archaeological deposits. At Lots 18 
and 49 these would be shallow, within the top one meter; at the Helipad these deposits would be deeper 
beneath 3 meters as the top 3 meters is fill. 

The studies by Switalski and Cooper (2010) and Baker (2011) were archaeological surveys. Both were negative 
for archaeological resources. 

The following maps were reviewed: 

Santa Monica 15’ USGS Topographic Map, 1902 (surveyed in 1893) 
Santa Monica 15’ USGS Topographic Map, 1922 (revisions in 1920) 
Sawtelle 7.5’ USGS Topographic Map, 1925 (surveyed in 1923) 
Sawtelle 7.5’ USGS Topographic Map, 1934 (revised in 1931) 
Beverly Hills 7.5’ USGS Topographic Map, 1950 (revised in 1947) 

Review of the historic maps reveals that the layout of the NHDVS in 1893 consisted of 17 buildings, a 
railroad loop, and a few roads. This is consistent with the 1892 Los Angeles Times article which states there are 
“Five barracks, a headquarters, mess hall, Governors quarters, laundry, surgeons quarters, hospital, farmers 
house and barn are completed or under construction.” These early buildings were in the location of the Los 
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Angeles Home Branch historic district and south of Wilshire Boulevard within the grouping of buildings in 
the Dowlen Drive loop. The railroad loop is located east of the Pacific Branch District on the lower terrace 
closer to and under the location of the 405 freeway. 

By 1920 many new buildings were added, primarily in the core area of the Home Branch historic district with 
some new construction to the north, namely buildings 157 and 158 and several new buildings to the east and 
south of Wilshire Boulevard. In 1931 several additional buildings were added, these buildings filled out the 
Campus to the north, west, east, and south. By 1947, the configuration of buildings on the Campus was very 
similar to the Campus today. The biggest difference in appearance after 1920 is the Medical Center building 
constructed south of Wilshire Boulevard. 

Field Survey 
The northern portion of the Campus (north of Wilshire Boulevard) was the most complex area to survey. It 
is characterized by buildings, parking lots, lawn areas, and playing fields. There are very few good soil 
exposures. The playing fields and golf course generally lacked rodent disturbance so there was essentially zero 
percent ground surface visibility. Only the perimeters of these areas were examined. The best soil exposures 
came in lawn areas with apparent gopher infestations. Numerous cultural items (100s of glass fragments, 50+ 
brick fragments, 5 whiteware sherds) were observed however they were almost entirely undiagnostic and were 
therefore not formally recorded. Associated artifacts with diagnostic specimens present were recorded as the 
two sites described below. 

The southern portion of the campus is dominated by the modern WLAHC hospital and large encircling 
parking areas so most of the area is not surveyable. The areas between the perimeter road and the southwest 
border have comparatively good ground exposure. The isolated cup/bowl sherd noted below was found in 
this area. The ground surface contours would argue for previous heavy grading of this area. This area is also 
closest to the Serra (Kuruuvanga) Springs site. No evidence of Native American activity was observed. The 
area that once contained the Wadsworth Hospital, torn down after the 1971 San Fernando Earthquake, is 
now covered by parking lots and chipped wood/mulch ground cover. The wood/mulch ground cover has 
been used extensively in this quadrant. Finally, because of the sensitive nature of the residences, we were 
only allowed a short term limited access to the area at the northwest tip of the area that comprises part of the 
Wadsworth National Register District. 

Archaeological Resources Identified 
Two small historical archaeology sites and one isolated historic item were found during the ArchaeoGroup 
field survey. These are the first archaeological sites to be recorded on the WLAHC. These were given the 
simple field designations of VA Site 1, VA Site 2, and VA Isolate 1. During the 2014 DUKE C R M  field 
survey VA Site 1 and VA Site 2 were relocated and recorded on California Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR) 523 Series Forms (See Appendix B). VA Isolate 1 was not relocated by the DUKE C R M 
crew in 2014; therefore its location is unknown and no DPR 523 Form was prepared. 

VA Site 1 
This site comprises a historic artifact scatter consisting primarily of complete or fragmentary ceramic tile. It is 
in a lawn area near building 213 with a fairly substantial amount of rodent (gopher) disturbance. The rodent 
disturbance has been “kicking up” artifacts to the surface—indicating that the site may have some depth. This 
site was first discovered on November 22, 2010 and was recorded in detail on May 26, 2011 by 
ArchaeoGroup.  The surface artifact inventories differed substantially between the two days. This can best be 
accounted for by rodent activity and lawn watering. On February 11, 2014, DUKE C R M  archaeologists 
visited the site making additional observations. The inventory below is cumulative from May 26, 2011 and 
February 11, 2014. 
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Table 2: Surface artifact inventory from VA Site 1. 
Item Quantity 
Tile, 1” square creamy white, complete or fragmentary 16 
Tile, misc. white fragments 12 
Tile, misc. gray fragments 3 
Tile, unglazed red fragment (with mark) 1 
Tile, pale green fragment 1 
Tile, white fragment (with mark) 1 
Vitreous ceramic fragments (e.g. toilet fragment) 2 
Marble, white architectural fragment 1 
Brick fragments 5 
Glass, colorless fragments 3 
Total 45 

Of particular interest is the unglazed red tile fragment. This is a diagnostic artifact. The tile fragment has a 
partial manufacturer’s mark (see Figure 1) indicating it was made by the U.S. Encaustic Tile Company of 
Indianapolis, Indiana between 1877 and 1932 (Kovel and Kovel 1986:216, Lehner 1988:480). Given that the 
site falls within an area of 1938 buildings, this artifact, and perhaps the entire site, represents material from 
the initial 1890s NHDVS. The site possibly was formed during demolition activity in the 1930s when 
material was left on the ground. However, at least one other artifact is either intrusive or indicates deposition 
at a later date. This is a tile fragment manufactured by Interpace in 1963 or later (Figure 2; Lehner 1988:221). 
It is probably a waste fragment from tile being installed.

 Figure 1.  Tile fragment from VA Site 1 made by the U.S. Encaustic Tile Company of 
Indianapolis, Indiana between 1877 and 1932 (Kovel and Kovel 1986:216, Lehner
 1988:480). The bottoms of the “U” and “S” are visible at the top of the specimen. 
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Figure 2. Tile fragment from Site VA 1 manufactured by Interpace Corporation in 
1963 or later (Lehner 1988:221). The “FRANC…” designation at the top probably 
refers to a pattern rather than country of origin. 

VA Site 2 
This is a small site in an open patch of exposed dirt near building 117. In contrast to VA Site 1, this site 
contains evidence of historic domestic activity primarily in the form of ceramics.  The surface inventory is 
shown in Table 3. It would appear that there are at least three different ceramic vessels represented: a shallow 
bowl, a plate, and a possible mug. One sherd exhibits a poorly-defined institutional mark (Figure 3). 

Table 3: Surface artifact inventory from VA Site 2. 
Item Quantity 
Vitreous ceramic base sherd with makers mark 1 
Vitreous ceramic shallow bowl sherd 1 
Vitreous ceramic foot sherd (from mug?) 1 
Vitreous ceramic rim sherd, plate 1 
Plaster fragment, blue 1 
Glass fragment, milk 1 
Glass fragment, colorless 1 
Glass fragment, aqua 1 
Galvanized steel fragment 1 
Total 9 

Figure 3. Ceramic sherd from VA Site 2 with the seal of NHDVS 
(full seal shown below). 
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Figure 4. The seal of The National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers (source: 
http://www.dayton.va.gov/graphics/museum/bigpix/homeseal.gif). 

VA Isolate 1 
This isolated mug/small bowl fragment (Figure 5) was located in a disturbed context in the southwestern area 
of the southwest quadrant. This specimen was manufactured by Shenango China Company of New Castle, 
Pennsylvania. Shenango claimed to have used this design—the seated Indian—as early as 1912 (Lehner 
1988:421). Shenango was a major supplier of institutional wares and the Veterans Administration was an 
important customer.

 Figure 5. Base sherd from a mug or small bowl manufactured by Shenango China Company.
 Shenango claimed to have used this design—the seated Indian—as early as 1912 (Lehner 1988:421).
 Shenango was a major supplier of institutional wares and the Veterans Administration was an 
important customer. 
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Recent Discoveries on the Campus 
In August 2013 during archaeological monitoring of the Solar Photovoltaic project near Bonsall Avenue and 
Constitution Avenue, west of Parking Lot 15 a disturbed prehistoric archaeological site was discovered (See 
letter from Donna Beiter, WLAHC Director, to SHPO dated August 22, 2013). The site is located at the base 
of the slope that separates the higher terrace where the majority of the campus is located and the lower 
Campus to the east. The site consists of remnants of a prehistoric shell midden. The midden consists of a 
surface scatter of abalone and Venus clam. After excavating seven shovel test pits (STP) it was determined 
that there was burned bone and shell in a buried context. The deposit appears to be in a secondary or 
disturbed context. The location of the original prehistoric archaeological site is unknown although it is likely 
nearby. No report or site record is available at this time and very little information is known about these 
findings. 

Through our consultation with Native American groups we learned that a second find was made by the Solar 
Photovoltaic archaeological field crew in transition from their parking location to the job site on campus. The 
find consists of a light scatter of shell found in the area immediately surrounding Building 211, the 
Brentwood Theater. No additional information is known about this discovery. No report or site record is 
available at this time and very little information is known about these findings. 

Native American Consultation 
On December 19, 2013 DUKE C R M  contacted the NAHC to obtain the results of a review of the Sacred 
Lands File (SLF) and a list of local Native American groups to contact. On December 24, 2013 the NAHC 
responded indicating that there were no files in the SLF for the project location. The VA Project Manager 
contacted the following ten groups: 

Gabrielino Tongva Nation, Sam Dunlap 
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council, Robert Dorame 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians, Andrew Salas 
LA City/County Native American Indian Commission, Ron Andrade 
Gabrielino/Tongva Nation, Sandonne Goad 
Tongva Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation, John Tommy Rosas 
Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe, Bernie Acuna 
Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians, Anthony Morales 
Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe, Conrad Acuna 
Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe, Linda Candelaria 

Each group was contacted by certified U.S. Mail on March 3, 2014. No address was available for the Tongva 
Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation; they were contacted by email on March 13, 2014. Mr. Rosas of the 
Tongva Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation responded on March 13 indicating that the area is culturally 
sensitive and that he will work with the WLAHC to resolve any impacts. On April 2, 2014, follow-up phone 
calls were made to the groups who had not responded. Three additional contacts were made with the 
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council (Robert Dorame), Gabrieleno Band of Mission 
Indians (Andrew Salas), and the Gabrielino Tongva Nation (Sam Dunlap). Each of these groups has indicated 
that the WLAHC is highly sensitive for Native American cultural resources. Each has cited the presence of 
the nearby Kuruuvanga Springs site and the presence of burials there. Mr. Dorame and Mr. Salas both 
recommended a Native American monitor be present during ground disturbing activities associated with 
construction. The NAHC letter, a sample letter to the Native American groups, all correspondence, and a 
Native American consultation summary matrix are attached to this report in Appendix B. 
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Cultural and Archaeological Sensitivity 
The majority of the Campus is obscured by buildings, asphalt/concrete, and landscaping. Significant changes 
to the Campus have been made over the last 126 years which have changed the landscape and in the process 
altered the natural and historic setting significantly. Due to the age of the original NHDVS facility (built in 
1888 with additions over the years) there is a high sensitivity for historical archaeological resources associated 
with the early use of the property, especially in the Pacific Branch or Wadsworth Historic District. Other 
areas of the campus have a medium or moderate potential for historical archaeological resources. The 
presence of Serra or Kuruuvanga Springs, the unnamed springs located in the southwest area of the WLAHC 
Campus, and the two streams that once ran across the Campus (now filled-in) combined with the known 
presence of native inhabitants at the Kuruuvanga Village (and Springs), as well as known shell midden 
(although disturbed) discovered on the Campus indicate a high sensitivity for prehistoric archaeological 
resources. The sensitivity of prehistoric and historic archaeological resources is offset by the extensive prior 
ground disturbance that has occurred over the more than 100 year history of the Campus. However, the 
degree of previous disturbance at each location on the campus is not known and likely varies from building to 
building on the campus. A rank of high sensitivity was given to all buildings within 600 feet of either of the 
shell midden discoveries. Medium sensitivity was assigned to all other buildings. Due to the presence of a 
known village site (LAN-382) and additional natural springs there is no rank of low sensitivity for prehistoric 
resources. The sensitivity rankings are shown in the table below. 

Table 4: Cultural Resources Sensitivity 

Building 
Ground 

Disturbance 
Historic 

Sensitivity 
Prehistoric 
Sensitivity 

114 Yes High Medium 
115 Yes High Medium 
156 Yes Medium High 
157 Yes Medium High 
158 Yes Medium High 
205 Yes Medium High 
206 Yes Medium High 
207 Yes Medium Medium 
208 Yes Medium Medium 
209 Yes Medium Medium 
212 Yes High High 
222 Yes Medium High 
257 Yes Medium High 
258 Yes Medium High 
300 Yes Medium Medium 

STUDY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
This study revealed four known archaeological resources (2 historical and 2 prehistoric) within the Campus. 
The mapped location of these resources is not within the area of potential effects (APE) for the current 
seismic correction project; therefore, DUKE C R M  recommends that no known archaeological resources will 
be impacted by the project. While no known archaeological resources will be impacted, their presence on the 
campus indicates an overall high sensitivity for discovering additional archaeological features within the 
Campus during future development. Additional archaeological resources, if present, may be important to 
Native American groups and have the potential to answer questions about the previous inhabitants of the 
area and their use of the Property in the prehistoric and protohistoric period, and the early history of the 
NHDVS. Any findings could be used for educational and interpretive purposes on the Campus or at local 
museums and institutions. 

Based on our field observations showing a high level of prior ground disturbance in the APE combined with 
the limited nature of ground disturbance associated with this undertaking, it is not likely that any 
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archaeological resources will be impacted by the current undertaking. However, given the overall high 
sensitivity of the campus for cultural resources it is recommended that an archaeological monitor be present 
during initial ground disturbing activities near buildings with a sensitivity ranking of high (114, 115, 156, 157, 
158, 205, 206, 212, 222, 257, and 258, see Table 4, page 14). Monitoring will enable the WLAHC and SHPO 
to rapidly address any post-review discoveries pursuant to 36 CFR 800.13(b). The archaeological monitoring 
should occur as follows: 

Archaeological Monitoring- In areas of high sensitivity for archaeological resources, it is recommended that 
an archaeological monitor be present during the initial ground disturbance associated with seismic 
corrections/renovations. This will be followed by spot checking for the duration of ground disturbance 
associated with seismic corrections/renovations. In areas of low-to-moderate sensitivity (buildings 207, 208, 
209, and 300) no monitoring is recommended. 

The monitor shall work under the direct supervision of a qualified archaeologist (Secretary of Interior 
Professional Qualification Standards- M.A./M.S. in anthropology, or related discipline with an emphasis in 
archaeology and demonstrated experience and competence in archaeological research, fieldwork, reporting, 
and curation). 

1. The qualified archaeologist shall be on-site at the pre-construction meeting to discuss monitoring 
protocols. 

2. In the event of an archaeological discovery, the monitor shall flag the area and notify the VA 
Resident Engineer immediately. The contractor shall follow the construction contract protocols. No 
further disturbance in the flagged area shall occur until the VA Resident Engineer has cleared the 
area. 

3. In consultation with the qualified archaeologist, the monitor shall quickly assess the nature and 
significance of the find. If the discovery is not significant it shall be quickly mapped, documented, 
removed and the area cleared. 

4. If the discovery potentially is significant, the qualified archaeologist shall notify the VA Resident 
Engineer immediately. The WLAHC shall consult with the California State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO), Native American Tribes, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(ACHP) within 48 hours, notifying them of the National Register eligibility of the discovery and the 
proposed plan to resolve adverse effects. The plan may include avoidance, minimization, and/or 
mitigation, or a combination of treatment options. 

5. The SHPO, Native American Tribes, and the ACHP have 48 hours to respond. 
6. The WLAHC shall take into account the comments of the SHPO, Native American Tribes, and 

ACHP, and carry out the plan. After the plan has been executed a report will be submitted to the 
SHPO, Native American Tribes, and ACHP. 

7. An archaeological report will be prepared upon completion of all mitigation efforts. The report will 
be submitted to South Central Coastal Information Center, located at CSU, Fullerton. 

Native American Monitoring- Based on the high sensitivity of the Campus for prehistoric resources and 
the requests by Native American groups, the WLAHC should allow for a Native American monitor to be 
present during the initial ground disturbance associated with seismic corrections/renovations at buildings 
with a prehistoric sensitivity ranking of High (buildings 156, 157, 158, 205, 206, 212, 222, 257, and 258). This 
will be followed by spot checking for the duration of ground disturbance associated with seismic corrections/ 
renovations. In areas of low-to-moderate sensitivity for prehistoric archaeological resources, no monitoring is 
recommended. The Native American monitoring shall occur as follows: 

1. A designated Native American monitor shall be invited to the pre-construction meeting to discuss 
monitoring protocols. 

2. The Native American monitor shall notify the qualified archaeologist and resident engineer if 
prehistoric archaeological resources are discovered. 
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3. In the event of an archaeological discovery, the monitor shall flag the area and notify the VA 
Resident Engineer immediately. The contractor shall follow the construction contract protocols. No 
further disturbance in the flagged area shall occur until the VA Resident Engineer has cleared the 
area. 

If human remains are encountered, no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has been 
notified and made a determination of origin and disposition. If the remains are determined to be prehistoric, 
the VA shall comply with the requirements of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) and develop a plan of action in consultation with Native American groups (43 CFR 10). 
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Appendix B 

Site Records for VA Site 1 and VA Site 2 





State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI # 
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial

NRHP Status Code
 Other Listings 

Review Code Reviewer Date 
Page  1 of  5 Resource Name or #:  VA Site 1 

P1. Other Identifier: 
*P2. Location: Not for Publication Unrestricted *a. County: Los Angeles 

and
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Beverly Hills, CA; Date: 1966/PR 1995; T 1S; R 15 W; SE ¼ of NW ¼ of Sec. ; S.B. B.M. 
c. Address:  11301 Wilshire Blvd. City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90073 
d. UTM: Zone:  11S 365,544 mE 3,769,216 mN ) 
e. Other Locational Data: 

VA Site 1 is located on the south side of the east wing of building number 213 on the Department of Veterans Affairs West Los 
Angeles Healthcare Campus. The site is located east of the driveway and west of the walkway leading into the building’s east 
wing. There is a small garden wall around the north, east, and west sides of the site. 

*P3a. Description: 
VA Site 1 is a small historic debris scatter located on the lawn in front of the Building 213 on the Department of Veterans Affairs 
West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus, within West Los Angeles Veterans Administration Historic District (formerly a portion of 
the Home Branch Historic District). The scatter consistes of tiles (white, offwhite, and green), ceramic fragments, milk glass 
fragments, cement fragments, and one white ceramic insulator. This scatter was likely created during the demolition activity of the 
1930’s, and could possibly represent matrial from the 1890’s era Soliders Home. 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: AH4 trash scatter  
*P4. Resources Present:   

P5b. Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
Overiview of VA Site 1, building 
213 in background, view to north. 
2/11/14. 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: 

*P7. Owner and Address: 
West Los Angeles Veterans Affairs 
Center; 11301 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA, 90073 

*P8. Recorded by: 

Eleni Ziogas and Curt Duke 
DUKE CRM 
22 Socorro 
Rancho Santa Margarita 
CA, 92688 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  2/11/14 

*P10. Survey Type: 
intensive pedestrian survey 

*P11. Report Citation: Archaeological Resources Assessment, Seismic Corrections 
Project, Department of Veterans Affairs, West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus, Los Angeles, California. 2014. By Curt Duke, DUKE C R M . 

*Attachments: 

: 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Trinomial 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORD 
Page  2 of  5 *Resource Name or #:  VA Site 1 

*A1. Dimensions: a. Length: 12 m (36 ft) b. Width:  17 m (51 ft) 
Method of Measurement: 

Method of Determination 

Reliability of Determination:  Due to the disturbed and developed nature of the site 
it is difficult to know the actual boundaries. 

Limitations

A2. Depth:  N/A 

*A3. Human Remains: 

*A4. Features 

None present 

*A5. Cultural Constituents (
1 metal rectangular plate; 4 tile, gray, fragment; 7 tile, pale green, fragment; 5 ceramic fragment; 5 red brick fragments; 12 glass,  
colorless fragments; 5 tile 1’’, off white, complete; 4 tile, off white, fragment; 1 concrete rectangular plate; 1 ceramic fragment, 
green; 1 tile 1”, square, white, complete; 2 tile 2’’, gray, complete; 5 tile 1’’, white, complete; 1 ceramic, white, insulator, BRUNT  
1800’s-1925.  

*A6. Were Specimens Collected? 

*A7. Site Condition: Site disturbances include the construction of building 213. 
In recent years rodents, landscaping, hardscaping and the utilities in the site boundries and a manhole directly outside the site. 

*A8. Nearest Water :  intermittent creeks are map on historic maps within ½ mile to the north and 
south. In addition freshwater springs are located in the immediate vicinity. 

*A9. Elevation:  370 feet, interpreted from map. 

: All the vegetation is landscaped grass and trees such as palm trees. 

A11. Historical Information: In 1888 the Pacific Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers (NHDVS) was 
established. Approximately 40 buildings were founded on the property. Here 25 barracks (with smoking rooms, lavatories, and 
bathrooms), along with a church, hospital, laundry, boiler house, dinning hall, memorial hall, and headquarters were built 
along with trees, landscaping, and lakes. Over the years with the increase in the number veterans and change in administration 
and purpose most of the original buildings were replaced with newer buildings. Building 213 was constructed in 1938. 

*A12. Age: 
Describe position in regional prehistoric chronology or factual historic dates if known: Most of 

the material is not diagnostic to time period. The previous buildings were demolished prior to 1938 when building 213 was 
constructed. The BRUNT insulator found at the site dates from the 1880s to the 1920s. 

A13. Interpretations  All remnants of the site observed are 
fragmented. While these items are not significant they are indicators for what could be buried. The potential exists for intact 
historical archaeological features that could shed light on the history of the early period of the NHDVS. 

A14. Remarks: 

A15. References Historical Resources Evaluation Report and Finding of Effect,  
Section 106 Review, Solar Photovoltaic System Installation, West Los Angeles Va Medical Center, 11301 Wilshire.  ARG, 2012  

A16. Photographs   
 DUKE C R M , 22 Socorro, RSM, CA.  

*A17. Form Prepared by: Eleni Ziogas and Curt Duke Date:  8/22/14 
Affiliation and Address:  DUKE CRM 22 Socorro, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA, 92688 

DPR 523C (1/95) *Required information 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
PHOTOGRAPH RECORD Trinomial
Page 3 of 5 Resource Name or #:  VA Site 1 Year:  2014 

 Samsung Droid 
Digital  DUKE CRM 

2 11 4:45 1 Site Overview NW 
2 11 4:45 2 Site Overview NE 
2 11 4:45 3 Site Overview NE 
2 11 4:45 4 Site Overview NE 
2 11 4:45 5 Manhole N 
2 11 4:45 6 Overview NW 
2 11 4:45 7 Overview N 
2 11 4:45 8 Overview W 
2 11 4:45 9 Insulator “BRUNT” -
2 11 4:45 10 Insulator “BRUNT” -
2 11 4:45 11 Insulator “BRUNT” -
2 11 4:45 12 Insulator “BRUNT” profile -
2 11 4:45 13 Insulator “BRUNT” profile -
2 11 4:45 14 Water Outlet Covering W 

DPR 523I (1/95) 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
LOCATION MAP Trinomial
Page 4 of 5 *Resource Name or #: VA Site 1 

*Map Name:  USGS Beverly Hills, Calif.  7.5 Minute Quadrangle *Scale: 1:24,000 *Date of Map: 1966 (PR 1995) 
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DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
SKETCH MAP Trinomial
Page 5 of 5 *Resource Name or # 

*Drawn By:  James Brock *Date:  June 2011 

DPR 523K (1/95) *Required information 





State of California The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Primary # 
HRI # 

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code

 Other Listings 
Review Code Reviewer Date 

Page  1 of 6 Resource Name or #:  VA Site 2 

P1. Other Identifier: 
*P2. Location: Not for Publication Unrestricted *a. County: Los Angeles 

and
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Beverly Hills, CA; Date: 1966/PR 1995; T 1S; R 15 W; SW ¼ of NW ¼ of Sec. ; S.B. B.M. 
c. Address: 11301 Wilshire Blvd.  Los Angeles 
d. UTM: Zone:  11S 365,127 3,769,123 ) 
e. Other Locational Data: 

VA Site 2 is located on the north side of building 117, immeditiatly to the west on the Department of Veterans Affairs West Los 
Angeles Healthcare Campus. The site is located in an open patch of dirt southwest of the intersection of Perishing Ave. and Grant 
Ave. It is located between a driveway and a small parking area. 

*P3a. Description: 
VA Site 2 is a small historic debris scatter located north of building 117 on the Department of Veterans Affairs West Los Angeles 
Healthcare Campus, within West Los Angeles Veterans Administration  Historic District (formerly a portion of the Home Branch 
Historic District). The small trash scatter consistes of milk glass fragments, ceramic fragments (including rim and base sherds), 
colorless, amathest, and amber glass sherds, and one ceramic base fragment with the National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
soldiers makers mark. 

*P3b. Resource Attributes:  AH4 trash scatter  
*P4. Resources Present:   

Overiview of VA Site 2, building 
117 in background, view to 
southwest. 2/11/14. 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: 

*P7. Owner and Address: 
West Los Angeles Veterans Affairs 
11301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA, 90073 

*P8. Recorded by: 

Eleni Ziogas and Curt Duke 
DUKE C R M 
22 Socorro 
Rancho Santa Margarita 
CA, 92688 

*P9. Date Recorded:  2/11/14 

*P10. Survey Type: 

*P11.  Report Citation: Archaeological Resources Assessment, Seismic Corrections 
Project, Department of Veterans Affairs, West Los Angeles Healthcare Campus, Los Angeles, California. 2014. By Curt Duke, DUKE C R M . 

*Attachments: 

: 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Trinomial 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORD 
Page  2 of  6 *Resource Name or #:  VA Site 2 

*A1. Dimensions: a. Length: 12 m (36 ft) b. Width:  12 m (36 ft) 
Method of Measurement: 
Method of Determination 

Reliability of Determination:  Due to the disturbed and developed nature of the site it 
is difficult to know the actual boundaries. 

Limitations 

A2. Depth:
*A3. Human Remains: 

*A4. Features 
None present 

*A5. Cultural Constituents (

1 fragment, white, ceramic, rim sherd; 1 fragment, colorless, base, embossing “A”; 2 fragments, white, ceramic, same piece as 
National Home for Disabled Volunteer soldiers makers mark; 2 fragments, milk glass, brown designs, same vessel; 2 fragments, 
milk glass, base and body, same vessel; 1 fragment, glass, green; 1 fragment, blue, ceramic mug handle; 1 fragment, glass, amber, 
embossing; 1 fragment, white, ceramic rim sherd; 2 fragments, milk glass; 2 fragments, glass, colorless; 1 fragment, glass, amethyst; 
2 fragments, white, ceramic, shallow bowl sherds, base and rim; 1 fragment, ceramic, white with green paint, rim sherd 

*A6. Were Specimens Collected? 
*A7. Site Condition: Site disturbances include the construction of building 117. 
In recent years rodents, landscaping, and hardscaping would have impact the site. 

*A8. Nearest Water :  intermittent creeks are map on historic maps within ½ mile to the north and 
south. In addition freshwater springs are located in the immediate vicinity. 

*A9. Elevation:  between 360, interpreted from map 

:  No natural vegetation, site itself is an exposed dirt lot, to the north of the site are landscaped trees and grass. 

 In 1888 the Pacific Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers (NHDVS) was 
established. Approximately 40 buildings were founded on the property. Here 25 barracks (with smoking rooms, lavatories, and 
bathrooms), along with a church, hospital, laundry, boiler house, dinning hall, memorial hall, and headquarters were built along 
with trees, landscaping, and lakes. Over the years with the increase in the number veterans and change in administration and 
purpose most of the original buildings were replaced with newer buildings.  Building 117 was constructed in 1930. 

*A12. Age: 
Describe position in regional prehistoric chronology or factual historic dates if known: Most of the 

material is not diagnostic to time period. The previous buildings were demolished prior to 1930 when building 117 was 
constructed. The NHDVS ceramic fragments were made between 1899-1906. 

All remnants of the site observed are 
fragmented. While these items are not significant they are indicators for what could be buried. The potential exists for intact 
historical archaeological features that could shed light on the history of the early period of the NHDVS. 

Historical Resources Evaluation Report and Finding of Effect, Section 
106 Review, Solar Photovoltaic System Installation, West Los Angeles Va Medical Center, 11301 Wilshire. ARG, 2012. 

Kovels.com (http://www.kovels.com/collectors-concerns/national-home-platter.html): Posted August 17, 2011. Accessed May  
2014. 

A16. Photographs   
 DUKE C R M , 22 Socorro, RSM, CA.  

*A17. Form Prepared by: Eleni Ziogas and Curt Duke Date:  8/22/14 
Affiliation and Address: DUKE C R M 22 Socorro, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA, 92688 

DPR 523C (1/95) *Required information 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial
Page 3 of 6 *Resource Name or #  VA Site 2 

*Recorded by:  Eleni Ziogas and Curt Duke *Date: Feb. 11, 2014 

Photograph of NHDVS ceramic plate fragments. 

Seal of the NHDVS which was placed on the bottom of pottery 
manufactured for the NHDVS from 1899-1906. 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
PHOTOGRAPH RECORD Trinomial
Page  4 of 6 Resource Name or #:  VA Site 2 Year  2014 

 Samsung Droid 
Digital  DUKE CRM 

2 11 3:45 1 Site Overview SE 
2 11 3:45 2 Site Overview S 
2 11 3:45 3 Site Overview SW 
2 11 3:45 4 Site Overview NE 
2 11 3:45 5 Close up of plate base with makers mark -
2 11 3:45 6 Close up of plate base with makers mark -
2 11 3:45 7 Close up of plate base with makers mark -
2 11 3:45 8 Close up of plate base with makers mark -
2 11 3:45 9 Close up of plate base with makers mark -
2 11 3:45 10 Close up of plate base with makers mark -
2 11 3:45 11 Close up of ceramic plate rim fragment -
2 11 3:45 12 Close up of ceramic plate rim fragment -
2 11 3:45 13 3 ceramc rim sherds -
2 11 3:45 14 3 ceramic rim sherds -
2 11 3:45 15 2 glass fragments with embossing -
2 11 3:45 16 2 glass fragments with embossing -
2 11 3:45 17 2 glass fragments with embossing -
2 11 3:45 18 2 glass fragments with embossing -

DPR 523I (1/95) 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
LOCATION MAP Trinomial
Page 5 of  6 *Resource Name or #: VA Site 2 

*Map Name:  USGS Beverly Hills, Calif.  7.5 Minute Quadrangle *Scale: 1:24,000 *Date of Map: 1966 (PR 1995) 
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DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information 



State of California The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
SKETCH MAP Trinomial
Page 6 of 6 *Resource Name or # 

*Drawn By:  James Brock *Date:  June 2011 
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Native American Correspondence 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Andrew Salas, Chairperson 
P. O. Box 393 
Covina, CA 91723 
626-926-4131 
gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Mr. Salas: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

John Tommy Rosas, Tribal Admin. 
310-570-6567 
tattnlaw@gmail.com 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Mr. Rosas: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Anthony Morales, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 693 
San Gabriel, CA 91778 
626-286-1632 
gttribalcouncil@aol.com 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Anthony Morales: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Sandonne Goad, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 86908 
Los Angeles, CA 90086 
951-845-0443 
sgoad@gabrielino-tongva.com 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Sandonne Goad: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Sam Dunlap, Cultural Resources Director 
P. O. Box 86908 
Los Angeles, CA 90086 
909-262-9351 
samdunlap@earthlink.net 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Sam Dunlap: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Robert F. Dorame, Tribal Chair / Cultural Resources 
P.O. Box 490 
Bellflower, CA 90707 
562-761-6417 
gtongva@veri on.net 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Mr. Dorame: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Conrad Acuna 
P. O. Box 180 
Bonsall, CA 92003 
Fax Number: (760) 636-0854 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Mr. Acuna: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Linda Candelaria, Co-Chairperson 
P.O. Box 180 
Bonsall, CA 92003 
626-676-1184 
palmsprings9@yahoo.com 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Ms. Candelaria: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Bernie Acuna, Co-Chairperson 
P.O. Box 180 
Bonsall, CA 92003 
619-294-6660 
bacuna1@gabrielinotribe.org 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the W est Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Bernie Acuna: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction & Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

In Reply Refer To:  January 28, 2014 – ds 

January 28, 2014 

Ron Andrade, Director 
3175 W est 6th St, Room 403 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 
213-351-5324 
randrade@css.lacounty.gov 

Subject: Native American Consultation for the Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project, 
Located at the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus, Los Angeles, 
California,  

Dear Mr. Andrade: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of making seismic corrections and renovations 
to many buildings on its West Los Angeles Campus.  This process involves some ground disturbance 
during the renovation to comply with VA and building code requirements.  Additionally, the VA is also 
updating its Preservation Plan for Historic Properties.  The W est Los Angeles Campus is approximately 
570 acres; however, the seismic corrections and renovations proposed are in the western portion of the 
campus (west of the I-405 Freeway). 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires that federal agencies 
consider the effect that their projects may have on historic properties.  These include properties of 
traditional, religious, and cultural significance to Indian Tribes.  Government-to-Government consultation 
with Indian Tribes is also a requirement of the NHPA.  If you are not the designated representative, 
please forward this information to the person who is responsible. 

A search of the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) did not identify any prehistoric 
resources within the W est Los Angeles Campus.  However, we are aware of a Native American village 
(Serra Springs) southwest of the campus.  The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), Sacred 
Lands File did not identify any Native American cultural resources within the project boundaries, but they 
did note that there are resources in close proximity. 

If you know of any religious and/or culturally significant resources that may be impacted by this project, or 
if you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the below telephone or email 
address.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Swienton 
Project Manager 
Phone Number: 707-562-8418 
Email: Daniel.Swienton@va.gov 

Attachment: USGS Beverly Hills 7.5 Minute Quadrangle 

OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT – WESTERN TEAM 
1175 Nimitz Avenue, Suite 200      Vallejo, CA 94592



From: Eleni Ziogas 
To: curt@dukecrm.com
Subject: Fwd:
Date: Saturday, April 19, 2014 5:35:27 PM 

Here is additional documentation for the West LA VA project. This is what Andrew salas sent me. I 
was waiting for this the other day but he finally sent it to me yesterday. I already sent you over 
the native America matrix. But if you need me too I can add this new information to it and resend 
it to you. Just let me know. 
Eleni

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Andy Salas <andysalas07@yahoo.com> 
Date: April 18, 2014, 6:34:40 PM PDT 
To: Eleni Ziogas <eziog001@gmail.com>, Christina Swildall 
<christinaswindall@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Fwd: 

Eleni 
Let me know if this works 

http://media.metro.net/projects_studies/wilshire/images/deir/4.3_Cultural_Resources.pdf



From: Eleni Ziogas 
To: curt@dukecrm.com
Subject: Fwd: Seismic Corrections and Renovation Project at the West LA Veterans Affairs documentation 
Date: Monday, April 14, 2014 1:18:02 PM 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Andy <gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com> 
Date: April 3, 2014, 7:59:41 PM PDT 
To: Eleni Ziogas <eziog001@gmail.com> 
Cc: Christina Swildall <christinaswindall@yahoo.com>, "Matt 
Teutimez.Kizh Gabrieleno" <Matt.Teutimez@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Seismic Corrections and Renovation Project at the 
West LA Veterans Affairs documentation 

Dear Eleni 
Like I mentioned during our conversation, we would like a monitor 
present during all ground disturbance . The area is known as being highly 
sensitive . 
Thank you Andrew Salas 
Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 2, 2014, at 3:46 PM, Eleni Ziogas <eziog001@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Andrew, 

This is Eleni Ziogas. We just spoke on the phone. I am 
sending you the consultation letter for the Seismic Corrections 
and Renovation Project at the West LA Veterans 
Administration Campus so you can send me the 
documentation you have about the project area. If you can 
please send this to me by April 9th that would be awesome. 

Thanks so much 

Eleni

<USGS Location Map.pdf> 

<691-406_Native American Consultation_Salas_012814-1.pdf> 



From: Eleni Ziogas 
To: curt@dukecrm.com
Subject: Fwd: Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project at VA West LA 
Date: Friday, April 11, 2014 12:40:46 PM 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Robert F. Dorame" <gtongva@verizon.net>
Date: April 11, 2014, 10:22:14 AM PDT 
To: "Eleni Ziogas" <eziog001@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project at VA 
West LA 

Hi Eleni: 

I just realized I may be standing in line at the post office so felt it best I jot down 
my points. 

1. There is a high level of cultural sensitivity at the Veteran's Administration, WLA 
campus, that includes, but is not limited to shell midden and cemetery features 
that my brother and I observed in the late 50s and early 60s, both on the east and 
west sides of the property. 

2.  I recently discovered two previously unknown Native American sites during 
excavation activities in the past year. 

3.  The site also has/had major fossil deposits uncovered, along with 
midden during excavation for a road in the mid-90s in the north/west portion of 
the campus. 

4.  Last year, Native American remains were uncovered during excavation at the 
Kuravungna Springs, which are located approximately a mile south/west of the 
VA and is in fact, an extension of the same riparian corridor as the VA and are 
connected.

All of these factors add up to requiring native monitoring during all soil 
disturbances in the area and particularly on the VA campus. 

You are welcome to call me after you get this if you have any additional 
questions but at least I will not have to discuss sensitive issues with you in the 
middle of the post office.  I'm afraid I may be there quite awhile. 

Thanks for being so patient...it's been quite a week. 

My cell number is 562-761-6417 

Enjoy your weekend 
Robert Dorame 



From: Eleni Ziogas 
Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2014 11:49 AM 
To: gtongva@verizon.net
Subject: Seismic Corrections and Renovations Project at VA West LA 

Hi Robert, 
This is Eleni Ziogas with DUKE CRM. We spoke on the phone this 
morning. Here is the consultation letter and map of the project area. If 
you could please get back to me by April 9th. Also I spoke with my boss 
and we do not need a formal letter, unless you want to write one. You 
can email me back your documentation or if you like get back in touch 
with me via phone. My number is 949 500 6054. 
Thank you so much 
Eleni



Appendix D 
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22 Socorro 
Rancho Santa Margarita 

California 92688 
949-303-0420 

curt@dukecrm.com 

Curt Duke 
President/Archaeologist 

Expertise 
Cultural Resources Management 
California Prehistory 
Section 106 Compliance 
CEQA Compliance 
Native American Consultation 

Education 
CSU, Fullerton, M.A., Anth, 2006  
SDSU, Grad Studies, Anth, 1996/97 
UC Santa Cruz, B.A., Anth, 1994 

Professional Registrations 
RPA, No. 15969 
County of Riverside ( No. 151) 
County of Orange 

Professional Memberships 
Society for California Archaeology 
Society for American Archaeology 
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 
Assoc. of Environmental Professionals 
Building Industry Association 

Professional Experience 
President/Archaeologist, DUKE CRM, March 2011 to present. 
Archaeologist/Principal, LSA Associates, 1997-2011. 
Archaeological Technician, SRI, 1997.  
Archaeological Technician, Petra Resources, 1997. 
Archaeological Technician, KEA Environmental, 1997. 
Archaeological Technician, Keith Companies, 1997. 
Archaeological Technician, KEA Environmental, 1997. 
Archaeological/Paleontological Technician, LSA Associates, 1996.  
Archaeological/Paleontological Technician, Petra Resources, 1996. 
Archaeological Technician, Affinis Environmental Services, 1996. 
Archaeological Technician, KEA Environmental, 1996. 
Archaeological Technician, Macko Archaeological Consulting, 1995 to 1996. 
Archaeological Technician, Heritage Resource Consultants, 1995. 
Archaeological Technician, Chambers Group, 1995.  
Archaeological Technician/Teachers Assistant, Cabrillo College, 1994  
Anthropological Laboratory Technician, UC Santa Cruz, 1994. 

Selected Project Experience 
Vila Borba, Chino Hills, 2013-Present  
Skyridge Residential, Mission Viejo, 2011-Present 
Bryn Mawr Road Extension, Loma Linda, 2014-Present  
VA Clinic, Loma Linda, 2014-Present  
California Street/Highway 101, Ventura, 2014-Present 
6th Street Bridge Replacement, Los Angeles, 2013-Present 
Colton Bridges, 2013-14 
San Fernando Road Widening, Los Angeles, 2011-12 
California Avenue Improvements, Long Beach, 2011  
AT&T Mobility On-Call, 2011-12 
Palomar Mountain Fuels Modification, 2011 
Colton Crossing Grade Separation, 2009-11 
Devore Interchange Improvements, 2008-11 
Mid County Parkway, western Riverside County, 2005-11 
24th Street Widening, Bakersfield, 2008-10 
California Valley Solar Ranch, San Luis Obispo 2009-10 
Mammoth Lakes Parks and Recreation and Trails System Master Plan 2009 
I-15/SR-79 Interchange, Temecula, 2006-10 
Superstition Solar I, Imperial Valley, 2008-09 
McSweeny Farms, Hemet, 2005-08 
Magnolia Avenue Widening, Los Angeles, 2008  
Hacienda at Fairview Valley, Mojave Desert, 2007-08 
Majestic Hills Specific Plan, Hesperia, 2007 
Needles Highway Improvements, 2005-08 
Mesquite Regional Landfill, Glamis, 2005-06 
Los Coches Creek Elementary School, Alpine, 2003 
Stadium Arco Station, San Diego, 2003-04 
AT&T Wireless, Cingular/PBMS, ~3,000 Facilities, CA, NV, and AZ, 1997-2001 
Muddy Canyon Archaeological Project, Newport Coast, 2000-02 
Bonita Canyon Sports Park, Newport Beach, 1997 
Hicks Canyon Retention Basin, Irvine, CA, 1996 
Testing of Phase III, Las Trancas Canyon, Newport Coast, 1995  
Data Recovery of Site CA-ORA-64, Newport Beach, 1995 



ATTACHMENT F: SCHEMATIC DRAWINGS 



ATTACHMENT G: BUILDINGS INCLUDED IN VA PROJECT NO. 691-406 



Bldg Proposed Scope New Function
NHPA Section 106

Consultation Status

114
Demolish Services Relocated to
B156/B157/B258 N/A Not yet initiated

115
Demolish Services Relocated to
B156/B157/B258 N/A Not yet initiated

156
Full renovation of Vacant Space to Research
Labs/Admin Research (Wet Lab) Not yet initiated

157
Full renovation of Vacant Space to Research
Labs/Admin Research (Wet Lab) Not yet initiated

158
Partial renovation to accommodate B208
program Not yet initiated

205

Transitional Homeless Housing Buildings
(Impact space for current housing buildings
B257, B207, B212) Homeless Housing In process

206

Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment /
Renovation to accommodate Substance
Abuse

Mental Health /
Substance Abuse Not yet initiated

207 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment only Same Not yet initiated

208

Transitional Homeless Housing Buildings
(Impact space for current housing buildings
B257, B207, B212) Homeless Housing In process

209 Full Renovation Homeless Housing Homeless Housing Completed

212

Retrofit/Facility Condition Assessment /
Renovation. Research relocated to
B156/B157/B258 Transitional Housing Not yet initiated

222 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment only
Emergency Op Center /
Safety Not yet initiated

257
Half Retrofit / Facility Condition
Assessment & Half Renovation

Mental Health / MH
Admin Not yet initiated

258

B258 Mental Health to B257 upon
completion of B257. Research Admin
relocated from B114/B115/B212

Mental Health &
Research Administration Not yet initiated

300 Retrofit / Facility Condition Assessment only Dietetics / OI&T Not yet initiated

Note: All buildings are contributing resources to the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration
Historic District



Submitted electronically 
Nicos A. Katsellis 
Leo A Daly 
550 South Hope Street, 27th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Email: NAKatsellis@leoadaly.com 

RE: Buildings 205, 208 and 209, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,    
West Los Angeles Medical Center Campus 

April 1, 2014 

Dear Nicos, 

Thank you for meeting last week. It is exciting to see the work happening at the West Los 
Angeles Medical Center Campus and the current seismic upgrade and renovation to 
Building 209. The Los Angeles Conservancy greatly appreciates the opportunity to be 
consulted with on this project and to see how well it is progressing. 

The renovation of Building 209 appears to be very well thought out in terms of its 
programming and needs, as well as sensitivity to preservation aspects. Important 
character-defining elements are being retained and overall this will be a good example of 
an adaptive reuse project. I was especially pleased to see how well the refurbishment of 
the original windows has turned out, as their retention is critical to the success of this 
project.

I understand a similar treatment and protocols for preservation will be put in place for 
Buildings 205 and 208 as funding becomes available in the near future. The Conservancy 
concurs with this approach as all three buildings are of nearly identical construction, 
design and existing conditions. Once all three are completed, along with the landscape, 
this will be a great project and model for the West Los Angeles Medical Center Campus 
and other Veterans Affairs’ sites nationally.  

Again, thank you for reaching out to the Conservancy on this important project. I look 
forward to working together soon. 

Sincerely, 

Adrian Scott Fine 
Director of Advocacy 



DRAFT Supplemental Environmental Assessment
Seismic Upgrade and Renovation of Buildings 205 and 208
VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System, West Los Angeles Medical Center
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Proposed Seismic Upgrade and Renovation of Buildings 205 and 208  
VA Greater Los Angeles Health Care System  

West Los Angeles Medical Center  


