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Proposal for MacArthur Field at the West LA Campus 

This proposal is being submitted on behalf of our two nonprofit soccer 

clubs, Westside Breakers and FC Los Angeles, who are currently maintaining 

and using MacArthur Field on the north side of the West Los Angeles VA 

campus.  As the Master Planner and design professionals consider various 

proposals for restoring the West LA site, we believe our presence is consistent 

with the vision of a health campus that serves both the veterans and the 

surrounding communities. 

Our two soccer clubs are nonprofit organizations that serve hundreds of 

boys and girls from all over Los Angeles.  We provide full and partial 

scholarships to kids from underserved communities.  All of our teams carry 

scholarship players, as high as 90% for some teams.  A high percentage of our 

players use soccer as a vehicle to get into college. 

Our clubs have served the community for over 15 years.  This includes 

building and maintaining MacArthur Field as a beautiful green space for both 

our players and the veterans.  Over the years, we have spent hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in redesigning, landscaping and maintaining the field.  We 

have built new restroom facilities and installed portable lights to illuminate the 

field at night.  Each spring we spend over $20,000 to restore and re-turf the 

worn spots on the field. 

In addition to maintaining the field on our own dime, our clubs pay over 

$55,000 annually in rent to the VA. 

We understand that the current proposal divides the VA campus into 

four zones.  Zone 4 will be for “Green Space and Recreation” and includes 

MacArthur Field.  This field is the open green space envisioned by the current 

proposal.  Our clubs use the field only in the late afternoons/early evenings 

and over the weekend.  Along the way, we have shared the field with the 

veteran community when needed for recreation or any other purpose. 

Our clubs, players and families have volunteered our time and money to 

support veteran causes, such as our recent contributions to the annual 2K 

walk/run fundraiser.  We have been active participants in the Master Plan 

discussions since the beginning.  Our community consists of over 1,000 

families who are enthusiastic about supporting the VA and helping to bring 

solutions to veterans' issues. 
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We propose that our clubs and the VA continue the current use 

arrangement for MacArthur Field, at least for the time being.  The open field 

space is consistent with the draft plan for Zone 4.  If eventually a consensus is 

reached that our clubs do not fit within the Master Plan, we would request a 

fair exit plan with ample advance notice.  Working together like this will be the 

best way to build supportive relationships between the VA and the surrounding 

communities. 

In the meantime, there is no good reason to remove our clubs from the 

field, at least at this preliminary stage of planning.  Our continued presence 

will keep this space maintained in great condition and beautify the entire VA 

campus.  MacArthur Field is the only open green space available on this site.   

We want to work with the VA to keep it that way. 

Our clubs are also ready and able to assist in any facility upgrades that 

might be called for under the Master Plan.  We are open to any proposals to 

enhance the field and facilities at MacArthur Field.  This may include building 

a running/walking track around the field, installing permanent lights, making 

arrangements to open up the field during the day, and perhaps building an 

indoor gymnasium or club house. 

We look forward to continuing our dialogue with the professionals 

assigned to this project, the VA and the veterans themselves.  We share your 

vision of integrating the veteran community with the neighborhood 

surrounding the campus, in order to enhance the important recovery and 

rehabilitation goals of the VA. 

 

September 3, 2015   Westside Breakers Soccer Club 

FC Los Angeles 

    

  

 






