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William E. Simon Olympic Endowment for the Support of Athletes 
awarded to 18 Olympic and Paralympic hopefuls 

 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – The trustees for The William E. Simon Olympic Endowment for the 
Support of Athletes have awarded a total of $61,000 in grants to 18 men and women pursuing their 
dreams of representing the United States at the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
Established in 1998 with a gift of $1 million from its namesake, The William E. Simon Olympic 
Endowment for the Support of Athletes provides funds to supplement athlete’s training and competition 
expenses. Since the program’s inception, trustees for the Simon Endowment have awarded nearly 
$600,000 to 125 athletes.   
 
The 2011 recipients are (with current residence): 
 
Keshia Baker, Track & Field (Olympic hopeful – Los Angeles, Calif.) 
Grace Boutot, Biathlon (Olympic hopeful – Fort Kent, Maine) 
Valerie Brown, Track & Field (Olympic hopeful – Bowling Green, Ky.) 
Kelsie Chaudoin, Rowing (Olympic hopeful – Princeton, N.J.) 
Zena Cole, Track & Field (Paralympic hopeful – Oregon, Ohio) 
Jayson Grant, Taekwondo (Olympic hopeful – Worcester, Mass.) 
Kelly Gunther, Speedskating (Olympic hopeful – West Jordan, Utah) 
Michael Hughes, Swimming (Paralympic hopeful – Cary, N.C.) 
Mikayla Magee, Gymnastics (Olympic hopeful – League City, Texas) 
Kristen Messer, Track & Field (Paralympic hopeful – Austin, Texas) 
Jimmy Moody, Fencing (Olympic hopeful – Colorado Springs, Colo.) 
Ibtihaj Muhammad, Fencing (Olympic hopeful – Maplewood, N.J.) 
John Orozco, Gymnastics (Olympic hopeful – Bronx, N.Y.) 
Alexis Page, Gymnastics (Olympic hopeful – Harlem, N.Y.) 
Daniel Rizzieri, Track & Field (Paralympic hopeful – Cohocton, N.Y.) 
Ileana Rodriguez, Swimming (Paralympic hopeful – Colorado Springs, Colo.) 
Joseph Underwood, Swimming (Paralympic hopeful – Phoenix, Ariz.) 
Daphne Wright, Track & Field (Paralympic hopeful – Los Angeles, Calif.) 
 
Spanning nearly four decades until his death in 2000, Simon did much to further the goals and ideals of 
the Olympic Movement in the United States. He served as president of the U.S. Olympic Committee 
(USOC) from 1981-85 and held several additional titles during his tenure with the USOC, including board 
member and treasurer. In 1964, Simon spearheaded a USOC national fundraising campaign, received 
the Silver Award of the Olympic Order from the International Olympic Committee in 1985 and was later 
inducted into the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame in 1991. 



In addition to his success in private business, President Nixon appointed Simon as 63rd Secretary of the 
Treasury in 1974, a post to which he was reappointed by President Ford and held until 1977. 

Grants from the Simon Endowment are awarded annually. Applications for the 2011-12 grant year will be 
available from sport National Governing Bodies in July 2011 and accepted through September, with the 
trustees announcing awards in early 2012. Members of Simon’s family serve as trustees for the Simon 
Endowment as well as for the William E. Simon Foundation which is based in New York.   
 
For athlete information, contact Tammie Forster in the USOC’s sport performance division: 
tammie.forster@usoc.org. For endowment information, contact Gail Doyle, in USOC development: 
gail.doyle@usoc.org. 
 
For more information, please contact the USOC Communications Division at (719) 866-4529 or 
visit www.teamusa.org. Follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 
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