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LONG BEACH DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2011 HONORS VIP TEAM OF VETERANS
Team of Veterans Find Therapeutic Recreation in Dragon Boat Paddling

LOS ANGELES- The Long Beach Dragon Boat Festival will be held at the Marine Stadium in Long
Beach starting July 30. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Greater Los Angeles Healthcare
System (GLA) sponsors a team of Veterans receiving services in the Comprehensive Homeless Veterans
Center. During the Opening Ceremony, Dr. Howard Chen, President of the Dragon Boat Association, will
acknowledge and present a gift to the VIP team of Veterans. The team of Veterans will compete in the
VIP mixed division race, along with 8 other teams representing corporations and the community.

The team consists of 6 female Veterans and 12 male Veterans; all of whose lives were benefited
from the Comprehensive Homeless Veterans Center. Most are OEF/ OIF (Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iragi Freedom) Veterans receiving supportive housing and services from community
providers within the VA’s Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem program. The goal of these
community providers is to help homeless Veterans achieve residential stability, increase their skill level
and income, and obtain greater self-determination.

Dragon Boat paddling provides a positive, healing impact on Veterans returning from Irag and
Afghanistan. It is a team sport that builds harmony and a feeling of togetherness; and it is an exhilarating
experience that is pleasing and fun to do. By exposing the Veterans to the Long Beach Dragon Boat
Festival, the Veterans will establish a sense of connection with the diverse communities around Southern

California.
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Should you have further questions or concerns regarding this matter, please contact our public affairs office at (310)
268-3340.

About the VAGLAHS: VAGLAHS is the largest, most complex healthcare system within the Department of
Veterans Affairs. GLA consists of three ambulatory care centers, a tertiary care facility, and 10 outpatient clinics.
GLA serves Veterans residing throughout five counties: Los Angeles, Ventura, Kern, Santa Barbara, and San Luis
Obispo. There are 1.4 million Veterans in the GLA service area. Visit us on the web for more information
www.losangeles.va.gov
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