\"VL\ Department of

Veterans Affairs

VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System
11301 Wilshire Boulevard, B500 Rm6005C
Los Angeles, CA 90073

Contact: Wileen Hernandez

310-268-3340
wileen.hernandez@va.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HONORING WOMEN VETERANS DURING WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

LOS ANGELES, CA., Mar., 9 - VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System (VAGLAHS) joins the nation to

honor Women’s History Month by recognizing women veterans.

The fastest growing veteran population are women veterans, they account for nearly 8 percent of the total

veteran population. By 2020, VA estimates women will make up 10 percent of the veteran population.

“Women have historically contributed significantly in the armed forces for more than 220 years and they
continue to proudly serve through the present day. We are honored to offer quality health care services to our
nations veterans and will continue to provide the excellent care they deserve,” said VAGLAHS Director, Donna
Beiter.

At VAGLAHS, several initiatives have been created to enhance services for women veterans. Specialized
programs for women veterans who have experienced severe circumstances in their lives rendering them homeless
or at serious risk of homelessness have been developed. Also, VAGLAHS’s Women Veterans Health Program is
one of VA’s leaders in managing women’s breast health, with two state-of-the-art mammography centers

strategically located at our two main sites.

In addition, key environment of care improvements have been made that affect the privacy, safety, and

dignity of our female patients and their families.

“Comprehensive health care and mental health care services are provided to our women veterans



throughout our healthcare system. At any of our clinics, women veterans can be cared for by staff who understand
their unigue needs and honors them as women who have served proudly in our nation’s military,” said VAGLAHS

Women Veterans Program Manager, Callie Wight.

The largest group of VA researchers focused on women veterans’ health and health care in the nation are
at VAGLAHS. Current research studies include: examining risk factors for homelessness among female veterans
and designing a vulnerability assessment tool for use nationwide, research among military women and women

veterans, the design of interventions to reduce gender disparities, and several more.

About the VAGLAHS: VAGLAHS is the largest, most complex healthcare system within the Department of
Veterans Affairs. GLA consists of three ambulatory care centers, a tertiary care facility, and 10 community based
outpatient clinics. GLA serves veterans residing throughout five counties: Los Angeles, Ventura, Kern, Santa
Barbara, and San Luis Obispo. There are 1.4 million veterans in the GLA service area. Visit us on the web at
www.losangeles.va.gov for additional information. More information about VA programs and services for women
veterans available at www.va.gov/womenvet.
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