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JOINT WESTEND HAZMAT EXERCISE BETTER PREPARES WEST LA

LOS ANGELES — The VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System (GLA) will be hosting a Joint
Westend Disaster Resource Center (DRC) Decontamination Exercise on Aug. 1 from 9 am to noon at the
West Los Angeles Medical Center. The full-scale exercise, involving members from the VA Police, Law
Enforcement, FIRE, Public Health, American Red Cross, Amateur Radio and multiple Hospitals, allows
participants to train together in preparation for real world hazmat emergencies in Los Angeles.

Los Angeles County developed the DRC program to assist the healthcare community to work
together regionally on emergency preparedness and response. Thirteen hospitals are designed as
DRC's working within ten geographic regions located throughout the LA County. Each DRC region is
assigned 8 to 10 "umbrella hospitals," which work in planning, training and facilitating a regional disaster
plan.

"It's not when the disaster happens that we learn how to work together, it's now. GLA is an active
partner with the community and this exercise provides the opportunity to test our resources and build on
our relationships,” said GLA Emergency Management Specialist Nina Johnson.

The simulated chemical attack exercise is the Westend Umbrella DRC's largest joint training to
date and is an accumulation of a year-long joint planning effort between Westend Umbrella Hospitals,

GLA and local emergency management agencies.
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"This exercise provides our first responders and hospitals the chance to work together for the
benefit of the community and provide the highest level of care for patients during a disaster or
emergency,” said Kurt Kainsinger, UCLA Health System’s disaster resource center manager. “It is the
best way to understand our capabilities and identify areas of opportunity for improvement and engage
experts in the field to further enhance our individual readiness plans and training. The UCLA Health
System, which includes the Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center and UCLA Medical Center, Santa
Monica, is proud to collaborate with GLA and our partners in planning and participating in this event."

The exercise will allow GLA and local emergency management agencies to share best
decontamination practices and will also provide an opportunity for agencies to familiarize themselves
with each other’s equipment.

"We live in an extremely disaster prone region of the United States and we can only effectively
respond to these emergencies through coordinated efforts across government, non-government
organizations and business," said Paul Schulz, CEO, American Red Cross Los Angeles Region. "It is
vital for us and other responders from across Los Angeles to participate in the GLA Decontamination

Exercise."

About the GLA: GLA is the largest healthcare system within the Department of Veterans Affairs. GLA
consists of three ambulatory care centers, a tertiary care facility, and 10 outpatient clinics. GLA serves
Veterans residing throughout five counties: Los Angeles, Ventura, Kern, Santa Barbara, and San Luis

Obispo. There are 1.4 million Veterans in the GLA service area. Visit us on the web for more information

at www.losangeles.va.gov or join us on www.facebook.com/LosAngelesVA and

www.twitter.com/LosAngelesVA.
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